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NORTH KINGSTOWN COMPREHENSIVE PLAN2

EDUCATIONAL ATTAINMENT POPULATION 25-YEARS & 
OLDER3

% OF POPULATION 
25-YEARS & OLDER

Less than 9th grade 259 1.4%

9th to 12th grade, no diploma 754 4.2%

High School Diploma or GED Equivalency 3,493 19.4%

Completed Some College 2,923 16.2%

Associate Degree 1,552 8.6%

Bachelor’s Degree 5,471 30.3%

Master’s Degree 2,588 14.4%

Professional Degree 526 2.9%

Doctorate Degree 463 2.6%

TOTAL 18,029

AGE POPULATION4 % OF POPULATION

Under 5 years 1,226 4.7%

5 to 9 years 1,674 6.4%

10 to 14 years 1,867 7.1%

15 to 19 years 1,897 7.2%

20 to 24 years 1,661 6.3%

25 to 34 years 2,321 8.8%

35 to 44 years 3,313 12.6%

45 to 54 years 4,649 17.6%

55 to 59 years 2,043 7.8%

60 to 64 years 1,920 7.3%

65 to 74 years 2,267 8.6%

75 to 84 years 1,015 3.9%

85 years & over 501 1.9%

TOTAL 26,354

1 RI SPP 20-year population projections, available at http://www.planning.ri.gov/geodeminfo/data/popprojections.php
2 2013 ACS DP03
3 2013 ACS B15003
4 2013 ACS DP05
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*

This map shows 
permanently 
protected 
conservation 
areas by 
ownership.

 
*Casey Farm 
is owned by 
Society for the 
Preservation of 
New England 
Antiquities.
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3. RECREATION
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4. HISTORIC AND CULTURAL RESOURCES
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PUBLIC RECREATIONAL AREAS 
and SCHOOLS

1 Signal Rock Playground
2 Calf Pasture Point
3 Allen Harbor
4 Davisville Middle School
5 Forest Park Elementary School
6 Forest Park
7 McGinn Park
8 Sawmill Pond
9 Davisville Elementary
10 Yorktown Park
11 Quidnessett School
12 Devil’s Foot Rock
13 Municipal Golf Course
14 Stony Lane School
15 Fishing Cove Elementary School
16 Cocumscussoc Park
17 Blue Beach
18 Feurer Park
19 Wilson Park
20 Long Point
21 North Kingstown Town Boat Launch
22 Pleasant St. Boat Launch & Ramp
23 Bush Hill Marsh
24 Town Wharf
25 Updike Park
26 Town Dock Park
27 Wickford Middle School
28 Town Hall Memorial Park
29 Senior Center
30 Town Beach
31 Lafayette Trout Hatchery
32 Belleville Pond
33 Ryan Park
34 North Kingstown High School
35 Secret Lake
36 Green Conservation Area
37 Donald Down’s Park
38 Shady Lea
39 Silver Spring Lake Fishing Area
40 Hamilton Elementary School
41 John H Chaffee Rome Point Preserve
42 Greene Point
43 Pettasquamscutt Pond
44 Laforge Point Park
45 Plum Beach
46 Rolling Rock

PRIVATE RECREATIONAL AREAS

1 Rolling Greens Golf Course
2 Ocean State Soccer
3 YMCA
4 Quidnessett Country Club
5 Gilbert Stuart Birthplace
6 Cocumscussoc Brook Preserve
7 Quonset Air Museum
8 Casey Farm
9 Davis Memorial Wildlife Refuge
10 Smith's Castle
11 Isabel Stearns Wildlife Refuge
12 Wickford Art Association
13 Kings Crossing Golf Club
14 Narragansett Bow Hunters
15 Wide World of Indoor Sports
16 Quonset Point 
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UNITS IN STRUCTURE NUMBER OF UNITS
( 20009 )            ( 20135 )

CHANGE PERCENT OF 
UNITS

1-unit, detached 7775 8,034 259 72%

1-unit, attached 436 474 38 4%

2 units 863 957 94 8%

3 or 4 units 455 677 222 4%

5 to 9 units 313 311 -2 3%

10-19 units 321 266 -55 3%

20 or more units 322 284 -38 3%

Mobile home 258 223 -35 2%

TOTAL Units 10,743 11,226 483

Number of existing housing units: 

11,2265

Relative trend in housing development since 2000: 

Increase of 483 units6

Occupied Housing Units:

10,314 or 91.9% of total housing units5

Vacant housing units:

912 or 8.1% of total housing units5

Year-round housing units:

10,953 or 97.6% of total housing units13 (footnote 13 is on p 14)
Seasonal housing units:

371 or 3.3% of total housing units7 
Single-family housing units:

8,508 or 75.8% of occupied housing units5

Multi-family housing units:

2,495 or 22.2% of occupied housing units5

Other types of housing units:

223 or 2.0% of occupied housing units5

Owner-occupied housing units:

7,734 or 75.0% of occupied housing units5

Rental housing units: 
2,580 or 25.0% of occupied housing unit5

Median age of housing units:

46 years8; Median year built is 19698

5. HOUSING

5 2013 ACS DP04
6 2000 Census H001
7 2010 Census DP-1 and 2013 ACS DP04; percent of seasonal housing units from 2010 Census (31.8%) applied to 2013 

ACS total housing unit figure
8 2013 ACS B25035
9 2000 ACS DP-4

• Existing Housing Conditions

• Number of single-family and multi-family units constructed each year for the past 10 or 
more years
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YEAR 2000 2005 2010 2015

MEDIAN SALES PRICE10 $219,900 $415,000 $304,505 $315,000

YEAR 1 BEDROOM UNIT ($) 2 BEDROOM UNIT ($) 3 BEDROOM UNIT ($)

2014 927 1,333 1,786

2013 961 1,204 1,501

2012 1,051 1,271 1,352

2011 923 1,175 1,655

2010 955 1,256 1,733

2009 983 1,209 1,664

2008 1,129 1,216 1,595

2007 1,001 1,181 1,358

2006 968 1,264 1,546

2005 993 1,254 1,671

Number of households within the community that are housing cost-burdened:

3,259 or 31.4% of total households
Number of households within the community that are severely housing cost-burdened:

1,279 or 12.3% of total households
Number of LMI households that are housing cost-burdened:

1,815 or 65.9% of total LMI households
Number of LMI households that are severely housing cost-burdened:

1,085 or 39.4% of total LMI households
Number of cost-burdened LMI households that are currently renting:

874 or 48.2% of total LMI cost-burdened households
Number of cost-burdened LMI households that own their home:

935 or 51.5% of total LMI cost-burdened households

• The current median home sale price, and the general trend in home sales prices over 
the past 10 or more years;

• The median monthly rental price for one-bedroom, two-bedroom and three-bedroom 
rental units11

• Existing Housing Affordability12

10 Home Sales statistics from riliving.com
11 2-bedroom rent statistics from HousingWorks RI; all others from Rhode Island Housing rent survey
12 2012 American Housing Survey (AHS), queried at http://www.huduser.gov/portal/datasets/cp/CHAS/data_querytool_

chas.html
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• Relationship of Housing Price (both sales and rental) to Household Income over the 
past 10 or more years15;

15 2000 Census, ACS 2013 5-year-estimate, ACS 2007 3-year-estimate, RI Realtors Association, National Association of 
Realtors, and Rhode Island Housing Rent Survey

Median household income has increased 34% over the past 10 years while the median housing sales price 
decreased 24%. The median rental housing price remained somewhat steady as it only experienced 
3% increase from 2005 to 2014.
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North Kingstown continues to mandate and incentivize affordable housing creation through our 
zoning ordinance and subdivision regulations. The town mandates inclusionary zoning of 10% in 
any development creating five new dwelling units. Off site locations can be used to satisfy the 
inclusionary requirement. Since the town wishes to ensure that affordable units are completed as part 
of a project, we do not provide for a fee in lieu as there are concerns that the municipality did not 
have the capacity to manage such construction in a timely manner.

According to Rhode Island Housing Tabulation, North Kingstown has 207 low and moderate-income units 
to meet the needs of the elderly population, 556 units low and moderate-income housing to meet 
the needs of the family population, and 120 units to meet the population with special needs.  The 
majority of the town’s affordable units are rental.

The town’s special districts require additional affordable housing. These districts include Post Road, 
Compact Village Development, and Wickford Junction. The Wickford Junction district was approved 
in January 2014. The district has an underlying density of one unit per two acres but allows a 
developer to obtain 30 units per acre with the use of transfer of development rights (TDRs). The 
district requires a minimum of 15% affordable housing. Off site locations can be used to satisfy this 
requirement. Affordable units that make up less than 20% of the units of a development in this 
district are “free” to a developer as they do not require purchasing development rights, which is 
required of all market rate units over the underlying two acre zoning. In the Post Road district, a 
developer is required to include 10% affordable housing if proposing four units per acre or under. 
If the developer proposes a density of 10 units per acre, he is required to include 20% affordable 
housing. If the developer proposes 30 units per acre, he is required to use TDRs and 15% affordable 
housing. North Kingstown has not yet seen any affordable housing produced in conjunction with the 
transfer and purchase of development rights. The town is analyzing the merits of these requirements 
in relation to the needs of the housing market and may propose alternative incentives to ensure we 
continue to provide housing that meets the needs of each population.

North Kingstown has added a number of affordable units through the comprehensive permit process 
established under RIGL 45-23. There are currently 84 housing units (36 senior rental, 38 family 
rental, 10 owner occupied) of affordable housing identified within the Rhode Island Housing Low 
and Moderate Income Homes tabulation that were permitted through this process. The town has 
one rental unit permitted as a comprehensive permit under construction which will also qualify as an 
affordable unit once it receives its certificate of occupancy.

In addition, North Kingstown allows for accessory units through the special use permit process. The 
sale price of the unit is not restricted; therefore, these units do not qualify as affordable via the state 
law. The units are affordable due to the limitations in size. Accessory units must be under the same 
ownership as the primary unit on the site. The units can be rented to the general public and assist us 
in providing housing to the rental, elderly, special needs, and other similar populations looking for 
smaller accommodations.  Many times these units also offer social assistance due to the interaction of 
the primary homeowner and the accessory unit occupant.

• Affordable Housing Strategies
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In May 2014, North Kingstown adopted an adaptive apartment ordinance, with the intent of providing 
opportunities for unpermitted apartments to be brought into compliance and to gain affordable 
housing within the town. In addition to obtaining proper building permits, a dwelling that does 
not qualify as a lawful nonconforming use or structure may be granted a special use permit for 
occupancy as an adaptive apartment unit if in compliance with specific development standards 
including that the unit must be made subject to a land lease and/or deed restriction which assures for 
at least 99 years that:

• The units shall be affordable to households having an income of no more than 120 percent of the 
area median income (AMI), as specified in G.L. 42-128-8.1(d)-1;

• Occupant households or individuals shall have incomes not exceeding that same level; 

• The units shall be offered through a marketing, tenant selection and monitoring plan that meets 
local preferences and state and federal fair housing requirements. 

• The 99 year deed restriction shall reset and begin as a new 99 year deed restriction at the time of 
the sale of the unit or property.

North Kingstown also has a rehabilitation program financed with the assistance of the Rhode Island 
CDBG set-aside for housing rehabilitation.  This program allows qualifying homeowners to obtain 
no- or low -interest loans to make improvements to their homes.  This program helps those with low 
incomes continue to live in their homes while providing the opportunity for improvements to ensure 
minimum housing standards are met.  In recent cases, the town has conditioned use of this assistance 
program with the requirement of an affordability deed restriction.
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6. AGRICULTURE
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16FARMS IN NORTH KINGSTOWN

Name Address Parcel Information (If applicable)

Baby Greens 686 Hamilton Allenton Road AP 63 Lot 17

Carter Turf Farm* Congdon Hill Road AP 53 Lot 4

Casey Farm 
(CSA, Farm animals)

Boston Neck Road

Delvecchio Farm*
(Blueberries, Beef, Hay)

302 Potter Road AP 55 Lot 1

Freeborn Farm* West Allenton Road AP 60 Lot 2 & 86

Hallene Farm
(Fruits and Vegetables)

621 South County Trail AP 79 Lot 11

Healy’s Farm**
(Fruits, Vegetables, Christmas 
trees)

1100 Lafayette Road AP 83 Lot 4

McCormick and Wojnar
(Vegetables and Herbs)

2065 Boston Neck Road AP 20 Lot 22

Morning Star Farm*
(Equestrian and Hydroponic 
lettuce)

2415 Tower Hill Road AP 14 Lot 1

Narrow Lane Orchard
(Apples, Peaches, Blackberries)

213 Narrow Lane AP 127 Lot 27

300 Fletcher Road 300 Fletcher Road

Phillips Farm-Idle* 299 Davisvlle Road

Reynold’s Barn
(Goat’s milk products, Breads, 
Herbs, Vegetables, Eggs)

1240 Tower Hill Road AP 63 Lot 9

Robin Hollow Farm 
(Flowers)

1057 Gilbert Stuart Road AP 38 Lot 2

Schartner Farms 
(Fruits, Vegetables, Flowers) - 
Owns multiple parcels

South County Trail AP 106 Lot 16 & 17, AP 103 Lot 10, and 
AP 106 Lot 1

Exeter Road AP 59 Lot 2 & 3, AP 78 Lot 1

Indian Corner Road* AP 59 Lot 2

Smith’s Berry Farm* 320 Shermantown Road AP 23 Lot 5 

SODCO* (Turf) - Several Lots Slocum Road AP 57 Lot 23, AP 56 Lot 1 and more

Tockwotton Farm 
(Fruits, Vegetables)

445 North Quidnessett Road AP 161 Lot 1

Elizabeth Viall Farm* Gilbert Stuart Road AP 64 Lot 1,2, & 5, AP 47 Lot 2 & 3, and 
AP 66 Lot 3

• Existing Agricultural Operations

* Protected farms
** In process of being protected

16 North Kingstown Planning Department
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2014 ANNUAL REPORTING17

Municipal Recycling Rate 35.1%

Mandatory Recycling Rate 35%

Diversion Rate 47%

•  Public services provided to the community and the associated facilities and 
infrastructure17;

•  Current ways in which the solid waste management system is being funded17;

Municipal Waste Facility

North Kingstown has a municipal curbside recycling collection 
program but not a municipal curbside trash collection for 
100 percent of the town.

North Kingstown Transfer Station, which is municipally owned 
and operated, accepts municipal solid waste including 
mattresses, box springs, tires, scrap metal, propane tanks, 
wood waste, brush, white goods with and without Freon, 
used motor oil & filters, e-waste, used clothing, books, rigid 
plastics and single stream recyclables.

The transfer Station uses a PAY-T approach with a tagged bag disposal system for bagged trash less than 
35 lbs.. For larger items not bagged, there is a 100 lb./$8.00 minimum over the scale and $160/ton 
weight charge. 

The transfer station’s permit allows up to 25 tons per day of solid waste and is allowed to process up to 
2000 tons of compost annually.

Approximately, 48% of households in town utilize the transfer station as their main way of disposing of 
solid waste. However, residents that utilize private haulers for their trash may also use the transfer 
station and are allowed to do so.

Private Waste Facility

Private trash haulers licensed by North Kingstown can service residents and dispose of solid waste at 
Rhode Island Resource Recovery Corporation (RIRRC).

Recently, the State has adopted a new Rule to calculate municipal tip fees, which will be adjusted every 
two years, that will raise the per ton charge to dispose of solid waste to $47/ton for FY 19, up from 
$32/ton for FY 17 and $39.50 for FY 18; an increase of approximately $92,000 over the next two 
years. 

State Waste Facility

Currently, the types of municipal solid waste that are being brought to the Rhode Island Resource 
Recovery Corporation are municipal mixed refuse, mattress and box springs, tires, propane tanks, 
rigid plastics, and single stream recyclables and cardboards, which are separated into other loads.

Propane tanks and scrap metal are sent to Exeter Scrap Metal. 
Used clothing items are sent to Planet Aid.
Used books are delivered to Discover Books.
E-waste are sent to Office Recycling Solutions.
Actions to achieve a minimum of 35% solid waste recycling rate and a minimum of 50% solid waste 

diversion rate

1) Conduct and encourage recycling and reuse of materials, and composting in household (i.e. Food 
Waste Diversion and a neighborhood based food composting program) 

2) Refer to the Solid Waste 2038 RI Comprehensive Solid Waste Management Plan 
3) Programs/Events, such as, recycling programs for small businesses (i.e. Big Green Can for Business in 

Providence and Earth Day Spring Cleaning in Providence, April 2013-2014).  

$200,000 of the solid waste budget funds the line item for solid waste disposal at RIRRC. The remainder 
is used for the operation of the transfer station and the costs associated with hauling commodities to 
RIRRC and the associated costs for proper recycling of propane tanks and extraction of Freon from 
white goods prior to recycling as scrap metal.  The curbside recycling program is funded from the tax 
base ($536,000 for FY16).

17 North Kingstown Public Works Department
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•  Stormwater Management17

Areas regularly subjected to flash flooding during storm events due to overwhelmed or unmaintained 

infrastructure

Below areas are mostly due to inadequate storm water drainage infrastructure;
 1) Edmond Drive by Jay Drive
 2) North Quidnessett Road by Fletcher Road
 3) Pine River Drive by Knollwood Circle
 4) Post Road by Brewster Road and also by Devils Foot Road
 5) Laurel Ridge Lane by Highbush Terrace
 6) Lafayette Road by Audobon Road
 7) Walmsley Lane
 8) Lloyd Road by Cottrell Road
Improvement plans in the funding for or management of stormwater

The Town is participating in the state’s Green Infrastructure pilot program which includes planning for 
future storm water management improvements.

Current municipal regulations or standards regarding stormwater management

The subdivision and land development regulations contain standards and requirements for storm water 
management, which also reference the state standards. Plans are reviewed by the Town Engineer and 
inspected by the Engineering Office.

•  Wastewater Management18

Current Capacity

The Town’s sewers are for residential and commercial use. Capacity is based on an allowed flow of 
200,000 gallons per day to the treatment plant in Quonset. If and when this capacity is close to 
being exceeded, the town will fund upgrades at Quonset for greater flows. The Town is responsible 
for the wastewater collection system outside of the Quonset Development Corporation (QDC) 
Business Park, with the exception of the QDC’s interceptors. The wastewater is treated by QDC at 
their treatment plant. Additional areas for sewers are in the planning and/or design stage.

Town’s Responsibility

The Town of North Kingstown adopted a Wastewater Management Ordinance in 1998. This ordinance 
requires that property owners inspect their Onsite Wastewater Treatment System every three 
years and pump the system when it needs to be pumped. Also requires that advanced systems be 
maintained annually or in conformance with system component requirements.

North Kingstown Public Works annually maintains the storm water basins in 12 residential developments, 
assists the schools with their storm water basins, and maintains drainage structures in the town 
roads. A part-time employee works with the homeowners associations to facilitate the maintenance 
of their private storm water infrastructure. 

Currently, there are limited funds for the part time storm water coordinator and some projects.

18 North Kingstown Water Department
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• Public safety and Emergency services

• Existing Community Facilities

Fire Departments

 1) Station #1 - Headquarter, 8150 Post Road
 2) Station #2 - 1865 Boston Neck Road
 3) Station #3 - 6445 Post Road
 4) Station #5 - 171 Indian Corner Road
Police Stations

 1) North Kingstown Police Department, 8166 Post Road
 2) Wickford Barracks, Rhode Island State Police, 7875 Post Road
Walk-in Facilities that provide ambulatory care

 1) Well One-North Kingstown at 308 Callahan Road
 2) Wickford Junction Medical Walk-In at 1051 Ten Rod Road
Current Issues & Future Plans to improve public safety and emergency services
19Fire Department’s current response times are not adequate compared to National Fire Protection 

Association (NFPA) recommendation. One reason for this is the shortage of staffs at the fire 
department - there is only one staff, a fire marshal. As an effort to provide better public services and 
safety measures, Fire Prevention Division would need the following 2 additional staffs;

1) A Fire Alarm Superintendent 
2) and a Fire Inspector

A new fire station at 545 Callahan Rd would be an effective location, which is a vacant land adjacent to 
the Fire Maintenance Building.

Library

1) Willett Free Library, 45 Ferry Rd, Saunderstown, RI 02874
2) North Kingstown Free Library, 100 Boone Street, North Kingstown, RI 02852
3) Davisville Free Library, 481 Davisville Rd, North Kingstown, RI 02852
Community Centers

1) Senior Center, 44 Beach St, North Kingstown, RI 02852
2) Community Center, 36 Beach St, North Kingstown, RI 02852

19 North Kingstown Fire Department, 2015
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NORTH KINGSTOWN ACTUAL ENROLLMENT 2010 - 201522

Year 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015

Pre K & Kindergarten 311 303 319 292 281 294

Grade 1 276 291 281 271 278 243

Grade 2 309 266 296 272 270 276

Grade 3 286 334 274 302 281 279

Grade 4 291 290 342 275 303 284

Grade 5 287 299 300 333 289 305

Grade 6 344 301 306 311 333 305

Grade 7 339 343 304 306 322 349

Grade 8 341 340 338 315 313 312

Grade 9 415 401 400 358 340 366

Grade 10 428 401 387 356 351 345

Grade 11 424 417 393 364 334 349

Grade 12 405 423 424 383 360 333

Total 4,456 4,409 4,364 4,138 4,055 4,040 

• Overall school system enrollment figures per grade and capacity per grade level & 
Comparison of enrollment projections and existing school capacity by grade level;

•  Enrollment projections by grade level and school capacity20, 21

22 NKSD School Enrollment 2010 through 2019 projected 12/15/2015
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•  Existing and/or Anticipated Future Issues23

School Capacity

Enrollment has decreased 9% in the past 7 - 8 years.
Since 2010, charter schools has had three times more enrollment and this has affected the school 

department’s budget allocation.
Elementary schools do not use the facilities upto their capacity since the enrollment is lower than the 

maximum number of students the schools can accommodate.
School Facility Conditions

North Kingstown High School has had issues with its HVAC system.
Wickford Middle School, which is a 87-year-old building, is in need of an upgrade. Potential scenarios to 

resolve this issue include;
 1) Close Wickford Middle School and build new a new middle school facility
 2) Consolidate two middle schools into one facility and reduce to five elementary schools into four 

facilities. And, expand Davisville Middle School or turn it into a new elementary school. 
 3) Close Fishing Cove Elementary School and Forest Park Elementary School.

These scenarios are based on many factors, which would be informed better by further analysis studies 
(i.e. family types, economy, age of parents, etc.).

23 North Kingstown School Department, 2015
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8. WATER SUPPLY
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AVERAGE MONTHLY AND PEAK MONTHLY WATER USAGE IN YEAR 201424

Month January February March April May June

Total (gallons) 65,095,200 56,842,800 63,022,100 64,466,000 82,062,620 109,541,200

Average Daily Demand 
(gallons) 2,099,845 2,030,100 2,032,970 2,148,866 2,647,181 3,651,373

Peak Daily Demand 
(gallons) 2,492,100 2,534,500 2,627,400 2,424,900 3,244,500 4,673,900

Month July August September October November December

Total (gallons) 115,222,300 114,535,600 108,464,000 75,051,700 62,225,300 61,983,500

Average Daily Demand 
(gallons) 3,716,848 3,694,696 3,615,466 2,421,022 2,074,176 1,999,467

Peak Daily Demand
(gallons) 5,600,900 4,645,800 4,369,600 3,009,500 2,759,500 2,545,800

• Water Supply System Types24

•  Current Monthly Water Usage, Average Daily Demand, and Peak Daily Demand

Different types of water supply systems (major public water suppliers, minor public water suppliers, self 

supply, etc.) that are in use within the municipality

Water is supplied to businesses and residents of North Kingstown by the North Kingstown Department 
of Water Supply (Public). 

About 670 developed properties are served by private wells (self supply). 
A handful of properties on Frenchtown Road are connected to the Kent County Water Authority system 

(KCWA).
Water sources supplying water to the municipality (i.e. specific surface or ground water resource)

North Kingstown’s public supply sources include the Hunt, Annaquatucket, and Pettaquamscutt (HAP) 
Sole Source Aquifer.

Public water supplier: Municipal System

Primary major water supplier to residents of the town is the Town of North Kingstown.
Public water supplier: Regional System

A small number of residents and businesses are connected to the Kent County Water Authority System. 
Public water supplier: Quasi-Public System

Quonset Point/Davisville Business Park is served by the Quonset Development Corporation Water 
System.

The recent estimates developed by the Water Resources Board applying the RIDEM developed 
Streamflow Depletion Methodology indicate that the low flow allowable depletion in the Hunt, 
Annaquatucket, Pettaquamscutt Aquifer System is approximately 4.8 MGD. The fact that seasonal 
high water demand associated with North Kingstown’s current customer base may often exceed 4.8 
MG demonstrates the need to manage the use of our current supply sources and look for sustainable 
future sources of water supply.

Percentage of persons within the community that are served by each major public water supplier

Between 93 and 94 percent are served by North Kingstown Water.
Between 5 and 6 percent self supply through private wells.
Less than 1 percent are supplied by KCWA (Kent County Water Authority).

24 North Kingstown Water Department, 2015
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PROJECTED AVERAGE MONTHLY AND PEAK MONTHLY WATER USAGE AT YEAR 203525

Month January February March April May June

Total 
(gallons) 69,285,522 60,501,897 67,078,972 68,615,819 87,345,172 116,592,609

Average Daily Demand 
(gallons) 2,235,017 2,160,782 2,163,837 2,287,193 2,817,586 3,886,420

Peak Daily Demand 
(gallons) 2,652,522 2,697,651 2,796,532 2,580,996 3,453,356 4,974,769

Month July August September October November December

Total
(gallons) 122,639,414 121,908,510 115,446,068 79,882,944 66,230,880 65,973,515

Average Daily Demand 
(gallons) 3,956,110 3,932,532 3,848,202 2,576,869 2,207,695 2,128,177

Peak Daily Demand
(gallons) 5,961,442 4,944,860 4,650,881 3,203,228 2,937,135 2,709,679

• Monthly Water Usage, Average Daily Demand, and Peak Daily Demand Projection at the 
End of the 20-year Planning Horizon

• Existing capacity of the town’s water infrastructure, as confirmed by the Rhode Island 
Water Resources Board in the Water Supply System Management Plan (WSSMP), 
September 2015

• Recent projects

Available Water (low flow allowable depletion)26:

4.8 MGD
Pumping Capacity26:

8.9 MGD
North Kingstown’s total pumping capacity in the Hunt, Annaquatucket, Pettaquamscutt Aquifer System 

is approximately 8.9 MGD but in reality the flow would be less given that individual well yield is less 
when other wells nearby are pumping at the same time.  Therefore, 8 MGD provides a more realistic 
and reliable estimate.

Major proposed projects and plans27

 1) Water rate study
 2) Replacement of Well #10
 3) Recoating Slocum Tank
 4) Update of Infrastructure Replacement Plan (development of an Asset Management Plan)

North Kingstown Planning and Water Departments work closely on implementing the WSSMP with 
regard to water supply protection, water availability, demand management, drought mitigation and 
response, and water emergencies.

25 Calculation based on Rhode Island Population Projections 2010-2040, April 2013, Rhode Island Statewide Planning 
Program, Division of Planning and North Kingstown Water Department’s 2014 Water Usage Data.

26 WSSMP Executive Summary September 18 2015, p. viii
27 North Kingstown Water Department, 2015 
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WIND RELATED 
HAZARDS

WINTER RELATED 
HAZARDS

FLOOD RELATED 
HAZARDS

GEOLOGIC RELATED 
HAZARDS

ADDITIONAL 
HAZARDS

Storm Surge Snow Riverine Flooding Earthquakes Wildfire

Hurricanes Ice Flash Flooding Drought

Tornadoes Extreme Cold Urban Flooding Extreme Heat

High Winds Coastal Flooding

Climage Change & 
Sea Level Rise

Coastal Erosion

Dam Breach

Wind Related Hazards

 1) 2012 October “Superstorm Sandy”
 2) 2011 August Tropical Storm Irene
 3) 1991 Hurricane Bob, 1985 Hurricane Gloria
 4) 1954 Hurricane Carol
 5) 1938 Hurricane (most extreme on record)
Winter Related Hazards

 1) 2013 February Winter Storm “Nemo”
 2) 1978 Blizzard
Flood Related Hazards

 1) 2012 October “Superstorm Sandy”
 2) 2011 August Tropical Storm Irene
 3) 2010 March 500-year Flood
 4) 1991 Hurricane Bob
 5) 1985 Hurricane Gloria
 6) 1954 Hurricane Carol
 7) 1938 Hurricane (most extreme on record)
Geologic Related Hazards

 1) 1951 Earthquake 4.6 Richter Scale
Additional Hazards

 1) 2002 Statewide seasonal drought
 2) 1999 Statewide seasonal drought
 3) 1975 wildfire
 4) 1969 wildfire
 5) Mid-1960s Statewide long-term drought

•  Priority natural hazards and climate change trends that are likely to impact the 
municipality28

• Past natural hazards that have occurred within the municipality28

28 Adaptation to Natural Hazards & Climate Change in North Kingstown, Rhode Island, pp 18-19

10. NATURAL HAZARDS AND CLIMATE CHANGE
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11. LAND USE
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COMMENTS IN RESPONSE TO: 

Q1. Do you support each the following goals? 

Instructions: If you answer “Maybe” or “No” tell us why.  
 

1. HOUSING Goal 1: Provide a range of housing choices to retain and attract diverse residents  

1 This isn't a town government responsibility.  Support, perhaps, but let the free market provide. 

2 Diversity is important -- we should be a welcoming and hospitable community. 

3 If "diverse" = low income the town has met the quota for low income units and there have been empty units in town in that 
category.   

4 Not the role of government. 

5 Having affordable housing is a necessity so that just expensive homes are built.  The town should not end up a Newport of 
building subsidized housing meccas en masse. 

6 It is unclear what the goal in attracting diverse residents is. 

7 I might be reading this wrong, but I am against section 8 expansion particularly signal rock neighborhood.  First the 
neighborhood is not accessible to public transportation which makes no sense.  Also trailer park homes should be recoded to meet 
the need for low income housing ratio.  In addition, signal rock and my neighborhood consists of a strong middle class and very safe.   
I grew up in New York and saw many a neighborhood destroyed by section 8 expansion.  I got educated and moved away from that.  
There is no exception to an increase in crime when section 8 is expanded to an area. 

8 We currently have multiple options for affordable housing in Wickford and NK. 

9 It would depend on the specifics in terms of location and type.  

10 In terms of low-income housing, it is my understanding that North Kingstown has more than any of our immediate 
surrounding towns.   

11 I support this goal, provided the location takes respects historic areas and is appropriate for the planned population 
density. 

12 Sounds good, but we have been adequate in this area and neglectful in others 

13 WE already have enough housing, we need more non-residential development to help our tax base improve. 

14 North end of town is housing too much of low income properties 

15 Depends on how you define "range of housing choices." I would say it's important to provide a range of housing options 
from "in town" to "rural" that vary on "walkability" - which is what you would want in town to preserved green space - which is what 
you would want in rural. 

16 I the village, this would probably mean increasing the number of available apartments since the homes, in general, are very 
expensive. An increase in apartments would put a strain on the already limited parking available. Additionally, some of the houses 
currently used as apartments are not well maintained.  

17 We have enough of a range. No more mobile home and low income housing!!! 

18 It would increase crime 

19 Not sure schools could handle 
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20  I agree with the goal of constructing affordable apartments and condos, as well as the many single-family home, but I do 
not think NK should expand low income housing.  

21 Need to MAINTAIN historic assets 

22 We can't maintain NK by allowing all sorts of housing choices. Low income housing residents can't support expensive 
boutiques in Wickford. 

23 I agree, but I want to emphasize that diverse housing should be spread throughout the town. Different priced housing 
shouldn't be concentrated in different pockets, isolating economic groups. 

24 People are looking for different things. 

25 Not sure what this means exactly. More condos, no. More apartments above businesses, sure. 

26 Difficult and complicated to achieve; not a priority 

27 Less housing the better. Mixed is better than low and high income. 

2. HOUSING Goal 2: Encourage residential development that is sensitive to environmental constraints, reflects town character, 
and supports walkable neighborhoods  

1 Even residential development should not be overdone.  

2 Environmental constraints are far too often stretched to the limit to allow development.  Not all neighborhoods are 
walkable and to try and convert would be expensive and ruin the rural component of why people bought their particular property. 

3 Not the role of government. 

4 It would depend on what type and amount of development is needed and whether developing a residential neighborhood 
necessitated commercial development.  

5 However, in a huge town such as North Kingstown walkable neighborhoods may not be as achievable.   Priority should be in 
preserving historic buildings. 

6 see #1 

7 See above.  North Kingstown is LARGE.  Not all of it can or should be "walkable" - some of it should be preserved to be more 
rural with larger green spaces. 

3. ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT Goal 1: Position North Kingstown as a competitive economic hub and good place for business  

1 This should be the top goal. 

2 Certain areas such as Quonset would be part of an economic hub, but I don't think all of North Kingstown should be 
positioned like this. Small business is better suited for most of the town. 

3 Not if the character of the Town/Villages is compromised and turned into an urban sprawl. 

4 Truck tolls on the roads are not going to help economic expansion or development. 

5 The number 1 goal for economic development should be to invest in and establish a good quality school system.  

6 Economic Development should come from the private sector.  The Town should not be doing the marketing for commercial 
business.   

7 Terrible idea. General economic development in NK has consistently favored new development of undeveloped land to the 
detriment of pre-existing sites. It is a losing strategy in the long term for the town's residents and only benefits developers. 

8 It would depend on the operational definition of economic hub and what activities were required to make it one.  

9 Not at the risk of changing the character of historic villages, landscapes and scenery. 
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10 More businesses in Quonset does not seem to affect our taxes appreciably, so not as high a priority as quality of life 
investment  

11 Yes -- but not at the expense of the people who live here and make their home here.  One of the things that detracts from 
North Kingstown are the perception of "decaying" or "dying" economic regions -- such as down Post Road.  It is most important to 
revitalize that area, rather than develop new economic regions. 

12 The word "hub" bothers me.  I wouldn't want downtown Wickford to look like downtown East Greenwich.    There can be 
economic areas/hubs which we already have in Quonset.  I think overall the Town needs to help new business get started.  
Appropriate businesses in appropriate areas. 

13 I very much support this goal but only in areas that already have failed businesses. I do not support further clearing of land 
to build more businesses. Use the vacant business lots on Post Rd 

14 Not clear what "economic hub" entails 

15 Limit businesses not fitting town character such as gambling, dog races. 

16 No more new retail space. Use what we already have! 

17 Concerned about over commercialization affecting the character of NK 

18 Post Rd only. W Junction is awful due to non-small business appeal 

4. ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT Goal 2: Leverage the success of Quonset as a jobs center for the benefit of the town as a whole  

1 How? 

2 And I would support mixed use to incorporate housing as well.  It's beautiful out there! 

3 There is really little control over Quonset as the Town of NK walked away many years ago and let the State of RI be the 
controlling entity.  Development at Quonset has been slow and iffy since the base closed for a variety of reasons. 

4 Homeowners want lower taxes and a good commercial base is a necessity.  Quonset is our gem here for business growth 
but the businesses must pay their fair share of taxes and municipal services they use & impact. 

5 It would require more information on what the Quonset business model was, how much voice the residents of NK had over 
development (what and where) and what were the implications for the character of the Town.  

6 We should be careful that we used concert to benefit North Kingstown, rather than the other way around. 

7 Big businesses do not help adequately 

8 What do you mean by the success of Quonset as a jobs center?  Currently, you have a very large, vacant commercial 
property there (old Lowe's building).  I'm not sure what "model" you believe this represents...  How do you see it as a benefit for the 
town?  Dave's grocery and Wide World of Sports have both been significant contributors to this community. 

9 The State of RI seems to get more benefits from Quonset that NK does? 

10 Quonset is underutilized and is by far one of the best places in the state for new businesses. 

11 Depends on how you would go about it.  

5. ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT Goal 3: Encourage the development and redevelopment of existing commercial areas, mainly Post 
Road, Wickford Junction, and Wickford Village  

1 How?   This is fairly vague.  Again, let the free market decide. 

2 Wickford Junction also needs a housing component.  
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3 I encourage development of the Post Road existing commercial area, but not overdevelopment or big box stores. I feel 
there also should be restraint on the development of Wickford Village. Scale and character and retention of historic district is 
important there. I feel strongly against more commercial development at Wickford Junction, as I feel it is already overdeveloped. I 
dislike that whole area now because of the congestion. 

4 Use the existing vacant properties in all 3 areas, promote businesses to use those properties rather than developing vacant 
land.  Make sure that the incoming/moving businesses fit the neighborhood and area as it exists historically.  Don't allow over 
development on a piece of property because someone has an idea, live with the Comprehensive Plan and quit changing it to fit a 
particular idea. 

5 Wickford Junction is primarily residential and should be viewed as such. Wickford Village is heavily residential and new 
development should be sensitive to that (no roof-top bar!) 

6 Things need to be done with care in Wickford 

7 I am not in favor of the wickford el project because of it's size that is grossly out of character with wickford.  All other 
development in north kingstown should be in character with the town.  I am not looking to live in a Warwick-like town! 

8 I am very much in support of developing and redeveloping Post Road and Wickford. Development at Wickford Junction 
would need to not be a slippery slope to commercial creep onto the other side of Rt 4 for it to be supported and should be done 
reflecting the character of the Town with a limit on types of businesses (e.g., big box, banks and chain stores) and encouragement of 
others (smaller, local businesses or restaurants).  

9 The majority of the economic development should be in Wickford and on Post Road. Not in Wickford junction.  We are 
creating sprawl. 

10 No, the town is not a good steward of these sites. 

11 Wickford Junction, Post Road ( between Ten Rod Road and East Greenwich), Quonset and Route 2 are excellent for general 
commercial development. Wickford Village should be restricted to smaller, owner operated stores and restaurants. 

12 Wickford Junction ("Mini Warwick") should not have been built 

13 Post Road needs to be re-developed.  The coming of sewers will allow new projects that could not have been done earlier 
and it will improve the density which will help to make them financially viable. 

14 Post Road needs attention before Wickford Junction.   Post Road is adjacent to Quonset and from my perspective there is 
much room for viable business in the area. 

15 Yes, but I would add that in Wickford Village, it is also important to maintain the historic nature of the town. 

16 Post Road is in terrible shape and has a high volume of traffic. While redeveloping the existing and often empty commercial 
areas should be a priority, it has to go hand in hand with improving Post Road itself. 

17 Redevelopment of existing and if it is in keeping with the towns character. I am very concerned with the old Victorians on 
west main Ave and 102 

18 Would support innovative and needed small business-not any more Walmarts 

19 Some commercial areas should be converted back to open or less intrusive area 

20 Development near aquifers must be restricted. Nitrate overload is Wickford Junction would pollute the aquifer it borders. 
Our largest and most valuable. 

6. ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT Goal 4: Position North Kingstown as a tourist destination  

1 Mainly but not entirely Wickford-- so this goal needs support from the other elements like transportation and marketing. 

2 If commercial and residential development is restrained, I feel we would attract tourists just by the natural beauty of our 
surroundings and history.  
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3 Wickford/North Kingstown has been a destination for many years due to the character of Wickford Village, the restoration 
and care given to historic properties, and good harbor.  The town does need a good marine supply store to support the marinas. 

4 There are already many tourists that come to Wickford. More restaurants and parking are needed to support increases in 
tourism. The roads in Wickford are already bumper-to-bumper in the summertime. 

5 Details as to how it would be positioned required. 

6 See above  

7 Depending on what it would mean to be a tourist destination.  

8 This should be within the bounds of the nature of the particular area, in other words Wickford may not be an appropriate 
for a huge Disneyland type development, for example. 

9 Historic Wickford Village should be made a draw for tourists.  We need a tourist center in the village with information 
(walking maps, etc.) guiding them to the historic sites like the Main Street and the Narragansett Church.  Right now, the just see 
Brown Street which is pleasant enough, but not worth a significant drive.  They don't come for the shops, but if they come for the 
sites, they will surely eat and shop. A center could also guide them to Gilbert Stuart and Smith's Castle.  If it were ambitious, it could 
be a tourist hub for South County, pointing out places like the great swamp. Kenyon's Grist Mill, etc.  With or without the center, 
walking tours of the historic village at high-tourist times would be a nice draw. 

10 Wickford ok but not the rest of town 

11 As a tourist destination it is important to preserve the historic qualities of the town.   The village needs tourists to survive.   
Very sad to see the multiple empty store fronts and a blighted area of garbage dumpsters and discarded buckets/chairs etc. 
between Green Ink and the sliver shop.  Not inviting to tourists or to myself.  

12 North Kingstown should primarily focus on being a great place for people to live.  Although tourism can be a component of 
the economy of the town, we do not have enough attractions to have tourism be a primary focus of the town. 

13 Definitely!  I think the Annex would make a wonderful tourist headquarters. 

14 I think there will be enough expense associated with other housing and economic initiatives.  

15 Wise selection of which areas to promote as a "touristy" spot, Wickford is already congested, I prefer building up other 
locations such as Smith's Castle and Gilbert Stuart building. 

16 Too much tourism without the infrastructure can lead to parking and other ligistic problems. Also too much tourism can 
lead to cheap touristy souvenier pop-up businesses. So tourism is good but needs to be brought on responsibly. 

17 I want other RI'ers to visit NK to utilize the recreational activities, leading to economic growth. Not necessarily hotels for 
vacationers. 

18 Focus on specific destinations rather than the entire town as a tourist draw. COORDINATE special events to ensure no or 
few conflicts with parking / access / or traffic -- OR competing events that might unnecessarily draw business away from economic 
centers. Use tourist-related events in coordination with economic centers to get customers to NK businesses 

19 Why bring more people to town? NK is not a tourist attraction. 

20 Although tourism is great, NK is residential and quiet. I'm not sure that will change too much. 

21 Tourism is not a priority. Wickford is promoted by many other organizations. Unnecessary use of money. 

22 Concerned about over commercialization affecting the character of NK 

7. ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT Goal 5: Encourage place-specific, resource-based businesses, such as agriculture and marine-related 
industries, that enhance sense of place  

1 Too restrictive. Why only these?  Who are we to decide the winners?  
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2 In addition to general economic development. 

3 use the existing vacant buildings first! 

4 This sounds like it could be a good idea, but it is not clear a clear goal. 

5 Schartner farms has been a vital part of this community - and was part of what drew us to settle in this town.  The Farmer's 
market has also been an important part of this community for us.  Where I went to college, there were industries that were linked to 
educational opportunities and the environment - such as marine locations that help support biology studies in the school, provided 
tourist opportunities to observe or participate in fishing, and were also an industry in their own right, selling to local markets and 
restaurants. 

6 The Town Dock (located at end of Main St.) is established as a dock for commercial vessels.  I think this should be promoted 
and the parking area could be used to help the fishermen sell their catch.  If it were connected to the Wickford area through an over-
the-water walkway, it would be beautiful. 

7 Expand goal to allow internet based companies to grow any place 

8 In moderation. Too much sense of place can be overkill. Sometimes a nice waterfront bar is just as good as a fish hatchery. 

9 concentrated businesses would create a hub in that industry -- isolated businesses would have less impact. 

8. CIRCULATION Goal 1: Design safer and more attractive roadways for all users  

1 Again, vague. 

2 A high priority! 

3 The most unsafe roadways in North Kingstown are State roads. 

4 More bikeways and pedestrian friendly paths are needed to ensure safety of those who use those areas. 

5 Post Road is a debacle with the amount of stop lights that are never in sync and make this town so much like a Warwick 
strip instead of a suburban town. 

6 For the most part I support this, particularly along Post Road. There is some concern that some prior suggestions to 
changing roadways would actually become more problematic and work against the character of the Town.  

7 Reducing Post Road and other major thru ways to one lane is not wise, & I don't think most residents support that.  I also 
think it is a huge mistake to put in a rotary at the intersection of 102 and 2. 

8 This implies roadways for cars.  I support bikeways and walkways. 

9 There are a few roadways that could be made more attractive (e.g. Route 1), but I find most driving in the town to be quite 
beautiful, fitting this place.  I am unaware of a significant traffic safety problem.  Though there may be some very specific locations 
that need to be addressed, as a general goal, this goal sounds like a solution in search of a problem, 

10 Again - depends on what you mean by this.  I do not want traffic lanes increased, as that only serves to increase the volume 
of traffic -- which is not necessarily a good thing.  There are some intersections, however, that are dangerous - and I think we often 
lack adequate sidewalks to encourage people to walk in the community. 

11 There are transportation experts that could deal with this.  I'm not qualified.  The plan showed many variations for highway 
plans.   

12 Maintain the roads we have that's about it. We don't need some big plan that will cost millions 

13 Post Road south is at max capacity and [unclear] is not best answer needs wider road [unclear] utilities 

14 Not necessarily a priority based on cost 

9. CIRCULATION Goal 2: Promote alternative transportation options for better local and regional connections  
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1 Tired of subsidizing transportation.  I would support this if it didn't drive up taxes. 

2 Saying yes to bike routes and better bus stops with this "yes" vote. 

3 Since RIPTA and MBTA have restricted schedules this is difficult.  The day the train station opened in 2012 promises were 
made to have weekend service.  As it is now a family cannot go to a concert and come home to Wickford afterwards, but they can 
get to Providence MAYBE afterwards. 

4 More bus service and trains need to run more frequently out of Wickford Junction, especially on weekends and up to 
Boston. 

5 This should be the number 1 goal.  

6 Must be realistic, recognizing that we have a long winter season that impairs pedestrians and bikes. 

7 Not sure with all other stated goals this would be fiscally possible 

8 Would need to have more specifics on options.  

9 If there is significant demand for such options, I would agree, but I see NK as not densely populated enough to have a high 
enough demand to support an ongoing system. 

10 better choices in train schedules to Boston and New York. 

11 Most of this goal would require support from areas outside of our control.  For example, I work in Providence -- and 
although we have the train station here -- I would not use it -- as it is very difficult to get from the train station in Providence to my 
place of work.  I would enjoy, however, having more opportunity to take the train from Wickford to Boston (or to New York) for 
weekend trips. 

12 Not sure what you mean.   

13 That means more money spent on nonsense. Wickford Junction Rail is a waste and vastly underused 

14 This is important but not a top priority for me. I do think it is important that we ensure that residents without cars or those 
in lower income housing are able to access schools and town resources easily. 

15 Wholeheartedly 

16 Robert Moses made the highway overpasses to Long Island's parks and beaches too low to allow busses to get through thus 
preventing the character of the parks from being turned into a circus carnival. So we should tread carefully about how much and 
where this access is provided. 

16 No one would use it 

10. CIRCULATION Goal 3: Upgrade and maintain transportation infrastructure  

1 Maintain is an 'of course'.  What needs upgrading? 

2 What does this mean -- roads?  Train station? Bus stops?  The train station is new-- of course needs upkeep but is that 
local?  Confused by this one. 

3 Paving and drainage on many of the town owned streets do need to be upgraded.  The Town needs to figure out how to 
pay for this without driving homeowners out of town with increased taxes. 

4 I am concerned about the 10' lane width.  It is already very tight on Post Rd. South, especially between state police and 
west main St.  If lanes are tighter than existing 10'5" lanes there will be more accidents. 

5 Would need to know more about what needed to be upgraded.  

6 As long as the owner of (for example), the train station does not rely on the residents of North Kingstown to pay for the 
station, I am comfortable with that. 
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7 I don't know what this means. 

8 See response above. 

9 Bus service needs to have a stop in Wickford because Wickford Junction not connected 

10 This is a rather ambiguous goal. Should be decomposed further. 

11. OPEN SPACE AND THE ENVIRONMENT Goal 1: Protect, preserve, and restore natural resources  

1 Too vague again.  At what cost?  Whose opinion? Too broad..put this in perspective... 

2 Quit tearing up vacant land for development of shopping centers/combined use centers and use the existing vacant 
properties.  Keep the rural character of the town. 

3 Buying up open space can drive up the cost of real estate and housing development. Good for those who have invested in 
their homes, bad to affordable housing. 

4 Far too often we see individuals being denied permission to build one single house in an area due to water concerns and 
then shortly after the town successfully receives permission to build some large project in the watershed. 

5 Part of the reason we chose North Kingstown was the beauty and open green spaces.  I have spent many days in Wickford 
park, on the bike trail, and down by the beach.  I choose to commute to Providence because it is important for me to live and be 
closer to green spaces and natural resources. 

6 I do not support this goal if it means clear cutting existing land to make open space. I am extremely unhappy with the new 
rec fields at Quonset. The destruction of acres of land for a ball park that already exists at the end of Signal Rock and is not 
maintained 

7 a no-brainer 

8 I feel this goal would be a natural beneficiary of focusing on the other economic development goals, i.e. if we focus on 
redeveloping existing commercial resources, there will be no stress on existing open space.  

9 Regarding OS1 - 5, More focus and emphasis on urban and community forestry and trees generally. 

12. OPEN SPACE AND THE ENVIRONMENT Goal 2: Promote sustainable water and energy measures to conserve resources and 
reduce greenhouse gas emissions  

1 We already pay enough in utility bills.   

2 Yes the town should provide rain barrels to all taxpayers who wish to participate just as they provide recycle bins. The Town 
should also be considering as they replace fleet vehicles the person/department using said vehicle, not everyone needs a 4 wheel 
drive big SUV.  Cutting some of the fuel costs. 

3 I don't think that reducing greenhouse gas emissions should be a priority of the Town.  

4 WE NEED SEWERS  

5 Within limits...for example, some of the climate change legislation is extremely crippling financially for businesses. 

6 Yes - but you also have to be aware of the impact of some of these measures on people nearby -- and are those measures 
going to benefit the entire town and not just one person. 

7 Green energy is an excuse for our govt to spend tax payer dollars on a made up crisis 

8 This is important, but seems secondary to some of the other goals listed.  

9 another no-brainer 

10 Incorporate guidelines where wind turbine cannot go -- examples: town beach or library but could go to school grounds 
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11 As long as it is not regulated, mandated or causes our taxes to go up 

12 This can be a complex systems problem, and good sounding actions may have unintended consequences. Actually I'd live to 
move my dot from maybe to no. 

13. OPEN SPACE AND THE ENVIRONMENT Goal 3: Increase public awareness on conservation and sustainability  

1 Really?  We have enough non profits already doing this. 

2 Partner with state (DEM) PR efforts -- we only have so much to spend. 

3 If it makes sense and is affordable to the homeowner. 

4 Frankly, I do not feel it is the role of government to spend taxpayer money to "teach" the taxpayers about whatever 
particular agenda the government has. 

5 As a general goal, I support it, but I don't see what NK can do over and above what is done at the state and national level, 
both public and private. 

6 Who would actually do this and with what expertise? 

14. OPEN SPACE AND THE ENVIRONMENT Goal 4: Provide high quality recreation facilities and opportunities for all residents  

1 Too vague.  What is high quality?  Is it more than we already have?  Cost? Trade offs? 

2 Where is the money going to come from?  The town didn't not have the money years ago to utilize the 
athletic/theater/pool area at Davisville. 

3 Waste of taxpayer money. 

4 I believe we already have an amazing amount of these facilities available. 

5 Taxes are quite high in North Kingstown, and while I would love to see the town have a swimming pool or skating rink, I am 
cognizant of residents who can no longer afford to live here due to taxes. 

6 Yes this would be a good investment, much better than an unnecessary new town hall. 

7 Parks, playgrounds, the town beach, walking paths, nature preserves, senior centers etc. I strongly support. Sports, 
complexes and the like should come from small businesses. 

8 We do this now!  The only item that I would support would be a public pool like the one that the City of Cranston has. 

9 Increase waterfront access. Wickford has one of the best harbors on the bay and is centrally located. We need to increase 
access for all.  

10 Maintain what we have 

11 I would like to highlight ALL residents - not just the ones with a lot of money.  

12 we have a lot of great spaces now 

13 Better in fewer high quality than many mediocre (i.e. watering ballfields) 

14 Not best use of budget and land use. Not a priority. 

15 Switch order with next goal. We have great rec opportunities. Need more access. 

15. OPEN SPACE AND THE ENVIRONMENT Goal 5: Enhance public access to active open space, recreation areas and the waterfront  

1 High priority. 
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2 Yes have the town engineer go back and re-claim all the right of ways to the water that have been taken over by 
homeowners. 

3 public access to watefront that is for town residents only. 

4 I already find this accessible, so I don't know what you mean by "enhance public access." 

5 Have to keep in mind the privacy of nearby homeowners, traffic flow, safety, etc. 

6 There is plenty of access 

7 I am not a believer of the "if you build it, they will come" policy.  

8 Recreation facilities -- purposeful - attract visitors - good for business - help youth development 

9 Switch order with previous goal. We have great rec opportunities. Need more access. 

16. HISTORIC AND CULTURAL RESOURCES Goal 1: Protect and promote the town’s historic assets  

1 Cost?  Trade offs? What assets? Again, too vague. 

2 Shameful state of town buildings is unfortunate and should not have been allowed to occur. 

3 If the historical aspect and assets of this town are torn down/facades changed then urban sprawl takes over in the attempt 
to "build business" 

4 Sell town assets and cut taxes is a better idea. 

5 The Town has a lot of high-maintenance properties that would be better off in private hands. 

6 It would be a shame to allow the town's historic buildings to be abandoned as we have seen happen in the recent past. 

7 The town needs to celebrate and maintain its own historic properties, leading and supporting the private owner 
preservationists who have invested much more on a proportion of assets basis. 

8 Very much so.  Wickford village in particular, bit other assets throughout the town.  I can't think of any other place in RI or 
nearby where one can walk around and get so much a feel for what a colonial federal village was like.  The area of town east of route 
1, from Wilson Park in the north to Beach Street in the South is fragile and its character can easily be ruined.  The current plans for 
Wickford Elementary in particular could leave a permanent scar on the historic ambiance of this place.  A similar threat for the town 
hall and annex is potential, but real.  I am not a "don't change anything" person, but I lived away from South County for 45 years and 
have returned with a much greater appreciation of just how special Wickford is. 

9 Highest priority.  Wickford El should have been reclaimed. The no vote to turn it into a Town Hall was lobbied for by groups 
trying to get it back to a school. We should vote again.  

10 Depends on what you call "assets."  The Town Beach is an asset but it's not historic.  Historic churches are lovely and should 
be controlled by their congregations and supported by the Town.  Don't like Historic Zoning as they dictate too much to the 
homeowner in details they are not qualified to control. 

11 However, I feel the HDC is heavy handed in their application of the Dept of Interior guidelines for the preservation of 
historic places. We have to remember the village is families first, historic homes second. 

12 The HDC operates like a tyrant rather than a support to historic home owners. 

13 NK's history is trivial. It's not wise to protect the history in lieu of economic development. God is not making any more land 
ya know. 

17. HISTORIC AND CULTURAL RESOURCES Goal 2: Promote and foster local arts programs  

1 Non profit groups ok...not tax dollars 



NORTH KINGSTOWN COMPREHENSIVE PLAN76

NORTH KINGSTOWN COMPREHENSIVE PLAN PUBLIC MEETING 3 and ONLINE SURVEY – RESULTS SUMMARY 

16 

 

2 Cultural activity beyond the annual arts festival would be helpful. 

3 The Art Association does a wonderful job of promoting art.  We have many talented artists in this town who support in 
many ways. 

4 Not if it increases our taxes. 

5 Again, although I love and enjoy the arts community in Wickford, I feel the role of government should be more minimal.  
Taxpayers should not be paying, as they are at the state level, for example for sound systems of bird noises at a state court house. 

6 In conjunction with bringing business to historic Wickford Village 

7 We already do a lot + it should be volunteer based. We have more pressing matters. 

8 Unless it's blues or jazz don't waste my tax dollars on the arts. 

18. COMMUNITY SERVICES, FACILITIES, AND COMMUNICATIONS Goal 1: Ensure high quality services that provide for health, 
welfare, education, and public safety  

1 Again, who defines high quality?  Is sufficient good enough?  

2 We have a great library, schools, and both local and state police presence -- support for economically disadvantaged is 
where effort is most needed.  I would like to see an element to address military and veteran populations. 

3 This is more money - The Senior Center provides great service to the Seniors.  Bridging the Gap is working with at risk youth.  
Perhaps add some personnel to the NKPD to be able to round up some of the drug dealers in town. 

4 This seems like it has largely been done with a new senior center and housing projects.   

5 need more information 

6 Don't we already have oversight of these services? 

7 Taxes are already too high for very few services i.e. no trash pickup 

8 Expensive; sometimes the best use of taxpayers money 

19. COMMUNITY SERVICES, FACILITIES, AND COMMUNICATIONS Goal 2: Maintain and upgrade town facilities to ensure access to 
and safe provision of services  

1 Very high priority. 

2 The historic buildings/assets of the town need to be maintained and used.  The budget needs reflect the needs and 
importance of maintenance.  Town employees of the Buildings and Maintenance need to be able to do some of the regular 
maintenance, not just mow lawns and shovel snow. 

3 The present town hall needs to be preserved, not demolished. It should be made safe for all who work there or use the 
facility, but not to the detriment of a historic structure. 

4 Again I believe we have adequate facilities for residents currently. 

5 Save the town hall and annex as they exist today!!! 

6 I support this goal, but is should go hand-in-hand with goal 16. 

7 ???? 

8 "Maintain all public buildings.   Our historic public buildings have been neglected for many years and now a knee jerk 
reaction has taken over some members of the town council. Preserve, upgrade, maintain the facilities that we now have in our 
community.   It is not in the best interest of our town to abandon our heritage.   Wickford El should be an example of a poor decision 
leading to the neglect of the building.   Wickford is a gem and is enhanced by the historic town hall and annex building." 
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9 I don't know what the issues are with the town facilities and why that would limit access to services. 

10 All the Town offices should be in one place.   

11 Maintain the current Police and Fire facilities and upgrade the town hall without moving. 

12 Maintain yes 

13 I support maintaining and upgrading current town facilities, such as the Town Hall, Annex and the schools, but don't 
support a new government center. 

14 would depend upon what facility 

15 Too open ended, need more specific action item 

20. COMMUNITY SERVICES, FACILITIES, AND COMMUNICATIONS Goal 3: Share information effectively and expand the town’s 
civic infrastructure  

1 The website needs help, although info is there is you hunt -- but that can't be the only communications outreach -- need a 
lot of work in this area. 

2 "Civic Infrastructure" would begin with elected officials/town employees hearing and acting on the will of the taxpayers.  
Transparency.   

3 I would support more regional between towns of these services...we are building fiefdoms in towns now and it is not cost 
effective long term with the growth of tax burden 

4 See above 

5 Maintain but not upgrade because this could be interpreted to mean new facilities. 

6 I support this goal, but is should go hand-in-hand with goal 16. 

7 Maintain town facilities that we now own.   The access and safe provision of services will follow if the many years of neglect 
are tended to now. 

8 Based on all debate and delays of town hall not sure we have leadership that can get this done within budget and on time 

9 This is the exact same goal as #19 -- see my answer to the one above. 

10 see above 

11 Maintain yes 

12 repeat of #19 

13 same question as above 

14 Unclear good. 

15 Unsure of definition of civic infrastructure (cost?) 

21. NATURAL HAZARD AND CLIMATE ADAPTATION Goal 1: Promote resilience and adaptation to natural hazards and a changing 
climate to protect lives, infrastructure, resources, and property  

1 Too vague.  What measures?  Cost?  Trade offs?  

2 Should be incorporated into building codes and permitting. Can't be left to voluntary compliance. 

3 Building codes are providing more resilience to hazardous weather conditions/building in flood zones.  Need to be enforced 
though, not overlooked.  Building the Senior Center in a flood zone was the most stupid move the Town could make for some of the  
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most vulnerable citizens, it is not available for any evacuations support and is one of the first places to be shut down in an 
emergency. 

4 This is too difficult for wickford. 

5 Again -- not sure what you are asking with this.  I do think the town needs to think through measures to respond to floods, 
blizzards, and other natural disasters, particularly as weather becomes increasingly unstable. 

6 Broad question. What exactly do you mean? 

7 will suffer the consequences if we don't 

8 Don't burden those that are already responsive. Tax payers should not foot the bill for those reaping the benefits now of 
water front property. 

9 Must look long term and spend wisely (could be wasteful) 

22. LAND USE AND ZONING Goal 1: Promote sustainable patterns of development that support walkable neighborhoods, thriving 
commercial areas, job growth, and access to natural assets  

1 No more developments/subdivisions.  There is plenty of property in town that needs to be re-habbed/re-used.  There are 
lots all over that could support a home fitting into that area. Thriving commercial areas - USE what is already there and vacant." 

2 Not everyone wants to live in an urban setting. We love the quiet nature of the sod farms around us. 

3 This sounds promising, but the patterns of development would need to be clearly specified. 

4 It would depend on the type of zoning and location.  

5 I have seen some of these regulations utilized by local boards to circumvent traditional zoning laws in what I feel is in 
opposition to the public's wishes. 

6 See all comments above.  I agree with this statement in theory, but have seen the town often try to "twist" this goal into a 
way to justify over developing this area. 

7 Sustainable developments in existing areas 

8 Unknown costs; may not be best use of taxpayer money 

23. LAND USE AND ZONING Goal 2: Focus growth in existing and designated growth areas that provide access to jobs, housing, 
services and transportation  

1 Zoning already does this.  Free market. 

2 Growth has to be restrained. We have the potential to overdevelop. I am not totally supportive of designated growth areas 
as it pushes development of natural land. It is nice to have open spaces throughout the town. 

3 Focusing growth in this area will isolate existing neighborhoods and areas of town that are vital to the character of the 
town. 

4 This should be market driven. 

5 Agree with focusing growth along Post Road and Wickford and to the most part Wickford Junction as long as it stops at 
Route 4  

6 With the caveat expressed above. 

7 Mostly yes, but I don't know what is designated as a growth area, so goal 16 is of concern. 

8 I believe it is important to focus on the assets we now own.  Repair, upgrade, maintain.  

9 Same response as #22 
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10 Yes existing areas yes 

11 Too open ended, need more specific action item 

12 I disagree with increasing housing. We have to increase access to other towns or redevelop existing areas. 

24. LAND USE AND ZONING Goal 3: Maintain town character and preserve natural resources while adapting to climate change 
conditions  

1 Climate change?  Why do we include a theory in a plan?  What are we really looking at?  Storm surges?  Flooding?  Try to be 
specific without including the PC theory.... 

2 Yes maintain the town character. 

3 Wickford Village is our gem and needs to be preserved for future generations. 

4 The type of adaptation intended by this should be clarified. 

5 Depends on what is meant by adapting to climate change conditions. Would not agree with adding more turbines.  

6 Out of all the goals noted I would spend less time and money on this and fix the many others noted first 

7 Again - this is a very vague statement, and I'm not sure how this would be operationalized. 

8 Too open ended, need more specific action item 

9 There is a trade-off here. We may want to change the town character some if it allows better / more affordable mitigations 

10 Should be goal #1. Preservation of local culture and natural resources. 
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RI Municipality Initiative – Streamlining Business Licensing 
North Kingstown, RI 

July 2016 

 

The Town of North Kingstown contracted with Exceeda to streamline their business licensing 
and registration process with the new standardized business license application form to be 
implemented throughout the State as part of the E-Permitting project.  Additionally, as part of 
this project we educated the staff involved in business licensing about Lean and Process 
Improvement.  The project goal was to improve the customer experience for businesses in the 
Town by reducing redundancy, duplication of effort and unnecessary delays in processing, 
approving and expediting applications for business licensing, registrations and renewals.  

During 4 working sessions we developed a ‘current state‘ map of the process that identified 
how the business licensing process works today.  We then developed a ‘future state’ map to 
remove wasteful steps and improve the process for both the customer and the employees of 
the town.  A ‘Gap Analysis’ was also provided that identified the steps required to move from 
the current state to future state.    

 

 

 

 

 

Current State  Future State  
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In the future state of the process, we successfully eliminated several unnecessary forms, 
redundant information requests, extra processing steps and eliminated the need for the 
business owner to visit multiple departments within the Town.  Some highlights of the 
proposed new process: 

• Improved Interdepartmental visibility to all Town departments throughout the process 
• Developed a culture of 1-stop shopping for business owner - Business can complete the 

entire process online. They call also utilize a kiosk at the Town Clerk’s office. 
• Reduced the number of different license forms from 20 to 1 
• Consolidated the police and fire emergency contact form to 1 
• Reduced the Business owner’s required Town department visits from 2 to 0 
• Consolidate license and registration renewal dates so business owners get 1 renewal for 

all licenses instead of multiple renewals throughout the year 
• Reduced paper and mailing costs by implementing an electronic/e-mail renewal process 
• Implement a Business Registration process to improve the tangible tax base, safety, and 

economic development efforts of the town 

In addition to implementing a simple, standard form for business licensing, we successfully 
designed a new process that will greatly improve the experience for any business coming to 
North Kingstown and aide in creating an environment that is centered on being business 
friendly.  Additionally, town employees and existing businesses will benefit from a more 
stream-lined renewal process.  
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ACCESS MANAGEMENT: The process of providing and managing access to land development while 
preserving the regional flow of traffic in terms of safety, capacity, and speed. (Woodburn, Ore.) 
City regulations of access to streets, roads, and highways from public roads and private driveways. 
Regulations may include but are not limited to restrictions on the siting of interchanges, restrictions 
on the type, number, and location of access to roadways, and use of physical controls, such as 
signals, channelization, and raised medians. (Beaverton, Ore.) A set of policies and standards that 
manage the number and location of access points (driveways) on the public road system. (Wayne 
County, Ohio)

ACCESS MANAGEMENT PLAN: The plan to encourage and advance the development of access 
management policies, guidelines, and procedures.

AFFORDABLE HOUSING: Housing that has a sales price or rental amount that is within means of a 
household that is moderate income or less, as specified in RIGL 42-128-8.1(d)(1). Only that affordable 
housing which qualifies as “low or moderate income housing” is credited towards meeting the ten 
percent goal of the Low and Moderate Income Act. (NK Zoning)

AGRITOURISM: A type of tourism that brings people to agricultural-based operation, mostly farms and 
ranches. Vegetable picking, apple picking, and other seasonal picking events are some examples of 
agritourism.

ALTERNATIVE TRANSPORTATION OPTIONS: Commuting in any way other than driving alone. Examples 
include biking, walking, carpooling, and taking public transportation. (gogreeplus.org)

ARTVENTURE: ArtVenture is a four-week long activity by North Kingstown Art Council. Essentially, an 
outdoor scavenger hunt activity, ArtVenture will allow artists to create unique handmade art that will 
be submersed into the surrounding landscape, to be found by members of the community. (NK Art 
Council)

BIODIVERSITY: The variety of life and processes which includes the diversity of living organisms, the 
genetic differences among them, and the communities and ecosystems in which they occur. (United 
States Fish and Wildlife Service) Includes genetic diversity within species, a community, and a full 
range of biological communities. An area is considered biologically diverse when it includes rich and 
stable populations of native species that are naturally distributed across the landscape. (Monterey 
County, Calif.)

BUILD OUT ANALYSIS: Illustrates the form and pattern that development can be expected to take 
under a continuation of current trends and the manner and degree to which this form and pattern 
are contrary to planning goals. (State of New Jersey). A planning tool used to estimate the impact 
of cumulative growth upon a town’s land area once all developable land has been consumed 
and converted to the uses permitted under the current regulatory framework. (Center for Rural 
Massachusetts, University of Massachusetts)

CARBON FOOTPRINT: The amount of greenhouse gases and specifically carbon dioxide emitted by 
something (such as a person’s activities or a product’s manufacture and transport) during a given 
period. (Merriam-Webster)

CIP (CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT PROGRAM): A proposed schedule of all future projects listed in order 
of construction priority together with cost estimates and the anticipated means of financing each 
project. (NK Zoning)

CLIMATE ADAPTATION: Efforts and strategies to acknowledge and prepare for climate change 
projections. Main issues that arise often are sea level rise, increase in temperature, and changes in 
ecosystem.

16. GLOSSARY
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CODE-PLUS TECHNIQUES: Code-plus techniques help fortify housing in areas prone to natural 
disasters such as hurricanes, floods, and wind-and snow-storms. Some examples include wind-and 
fire-resistant roofing, hurricane straps, impact and pressure resistant doors and windows, secure 
foundation, landscaping to reduce flood vulnerability. Also defined in plan p.178.

COMPETITIVE ECONOMIC HUB: A center of activity or interest or commerce; A place of concentrated 
activity, influence, or importance.

COMPLETE STREETS: Complete Streets are designed to provide all users, including pedestrians, 
bicyclists, motors and transit riders of all ages and abilities with safe and convenient access and 
mobility. Complete Streets depend on context and may include: sidewalks, bike lanes, public 
transportation stops, safe crossing opportunities, medians, pedestrian signals, curb extensions, and 
narrower travel lanes. Also defined in plan p. 67.

COMPREHENSIVE INTEGRATED TRANSPORTATION PLAN: A comprehensive integrated transportation 
plan looks at all modes of transportation available for citizens, and creates a plan that will ensure 
the various transportation options support each other. The plan also prioritizes the implementation 
actions to coincide with the town’s TIP (Transportation Improvement Program) for state and federal 
funding. (Golden, Colorado)

CONSERVATION DEVELOPMENT: A type of land development project which utilizes certain site planning 
techniques as set forth in the subdivision and land development regulations in order to conserve 
open land, protect site features and provide flexibility in the siting of structures, services and 
infrastructure. NK Zoning, also defined in plan p. 90.

DEMAND MANAGEMENT TECHNIQUES: Adoption of policies or strategies to manage and regulate 
the high demand of water. Water demand management techniques involve two main activities; 
the improvement in technical efficiency of water use and the efficient allocation of available water. 
(Dziegielewski, Southern Illinois University Carbondale, Universities Council on Water Resources, 
2003)

DENSITY BONUSES: The allocation of development rights that allow a parcel to accommodate additional 
square footage or additional residential units beyond the maximum for which the parcel is zoned, 
usually in exchange for the provision or preservation of an amenity at the same site or at another 
location (California Planning Roundtable). The granting of the allowance of additional density in a 
development in exchange for the provision by the developer of other desirable amenities from a 
public perspective (e.g., public open spaces, plazas, art, landscaping, etc.). (Peoria, Ill.) A minimum 
density increase of at least 25 percent over the maximum residential density. (San Juan Capistrano, 
Calif.) Dwelling units or non-residential square footage permitted in addition to the permitted density 
or intensity within a zoning district. (Concord, N.C.)

DESTINATION BUSINESSES/RETAIL: Retail businesses that generate a special purpose trip and that do 
not necessarily benefit from a high-volume pedestrian location. (California Planning Roundtable)
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DEVELOPMENT RIGHTS: The right to develop land by a land owner who maintains fee simple ownership 
over the land or by a party other than the owner who has obtained the rights to develop. Such 
rights usually are expressed in terms of density allowed under existing zoning. For example, one 
development right may equal one unit of housing or may equal a specific number of square feet of 
gross floor area in one or more specified zone districts. (California Planning Roundtable) One of a 
series of rights inherent in fee simple ownership of land, similar to mineral rights. Development rights 
represent the potential for the improvement of a parcel or unit of land measured in dwelling units. 
(Island County, Wash.) The rights, along with others such as mineral rights and water rights, that are 
commonly associated with real property ownership. Development rights, subject to local, state, and 
federal regulations, provide the legal basis for property development. (Monterey County, Calif.) The 
potential for the improvement of a parcel of real property, measured in dwelling units for residential 
uses or equivalent dwelling units for nonresidential uses, exists because of the zoning classification of 
the parcel. (Concord, N.C.) A legal claim (authority) to convert a tract of land to a specific purpose by 
construction, installation, or alteration of a building or other structure, or the legal claim to excavation 
or filling for mining. (Temple Terrace, Fla.) The right to develop property. This right may be purchased 
or transferred. (Larimer County, Colo.)

ECONOMIC REVITALIZATION/DEVELOPMENT FUND: A fund to provide loans to businesses investing 
in projects that retain or create a significant number of private-sector jobs (https://esd.ny.gov/
metropolitan-economic-revitalization-fund-program); finances projects and programs that create 
and/or retain jobs, improve the local and/or regional tax base, or otherwise enhance the quality of life 
in the community. EDF gives priority assistance for physical improvements in support of job creating/
retention and downtown/commercial center revitalization. Historically, EDF has funded a range of 
economic and community development projects. (http://www.mass.gov/hed/community/funding/
economic-development-fund-edf.html)

EXTANT HISTORIC STRUCTURE: Existing, still remaining, structure.
FLOOD RESISTANT PROGRAMMING AND PUBLIC SPACE: Strategies to prepare for potential flood 

in a public space. Some examples include building floating walkway and raised/modular/movable 
structure. Landscape buffer design can also be implemented to naturally absorb the flooding water in 
a public space.

FOOD SYSTEM NEEDS ASSESSMENT: An evaluation tool to measure the assets and needs in 
communities, municipalities and regions with regard to food security, productive capacity of the land, 
and economic development. Food System Needs Assessment can be used in creating a common 
understanding of the food system and a shared vision for developing a more sustainable food system. 
(Tufts)

GIS: A geographic information system (GIS) is a framework for gathering, managing, and analyzing data. 
Rooted in the science of geography, GIS integrates many types of data. It analyzes spatial location 
and organizes layers of information into visualizations using maps and 3D scenes. With this unique 
capability, GIS reveals deeper insights into data, such as patterns, relationships, and situations—
helping users make smarter decisions.(ESRI)

GREEN INDUSTRY: economies striving for a more sustainable pathway of growth, by undertaking 
green public investments and implementing public policy initiatives that encourage environmentally 
responsible private investments. (http://www.unido.org/greenindustry/green-industry-initiative.html); 
green industries do have some defining attributes: sustainably produced inputs; minimal use of virgin 
raw materials; production processes that minimize the use of water, energy, and materials; production 
processes free from harmful toxins; reuse and recycling of solid waste streams; substantial reductions 
in emissions or effluents of harmful greenhouse gases and pollutants; and products that are built for 
longevity and durability (http://www.wri.org/blog/2011/08/encouraging-green-industry-innovation)
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GREEN INFRASTRUCTURE: Green Infrastructure protects water quality and watersheds by using or 
mimicking natural processes such as infiltration, evaporation and transpiration to manage stormwater 
locally. It is a cost-effective and resilient technique that has the added benefits of beautification 
and potential recreational opportunities. Examples of green infrastructure span different scales and 
include practices such as stormwater parks, bioretention facilities, roadway bioswales, green roofs, 
and permeable pavement. Also defined in the plan p.125.

GREYWATER: Wastewater obtained from domestic sinks and tubs, but excluding that part of the 
plumbing waste stream that includes human wastes. (Volusia County, Fla.)

GROWTH AREAS: Areas intended to accommodate the State’s anticipated growth needs through 2025.  
They include both (currently) developed areas that are suited for maintenance, infill, and reuse, as 
well as (currently) undeveloped areas that are suited for new development. Growth Areas fall into 
two categories:  1) areas within the urban services boundary, shown as two map categories – Urban 
Development and Sewered Urban Development; and 2) centers, both inside and outside the urban 
services boundary. (LU2025)

HOME ENERGY AUDIT: A home energy audit, also known as a home energy assessment, is the first 
step to assess how much energy your home consumes and to evaluate what measures you can take 
to make your home more energy efficient. An assessment will show you problems that may, when 
corrected, save you significant amounts of money over time. (Department of Energy)

HOUSING TRUST FUND: A housing trust fund provides locally targeted assistance to develop affordable 
housing through low-interest loans, transfer of development rights, payments in lieu of taxes, or gap 
financing. Revenue sources may include local real estate transfer taxes, real-estate fees and penalties. 
Also defined in plan, p. 88.

INCLINING BLOCK WATER RATE: Sometimes referred to as inverted or increasing block, the inclining 
block rate structure is designed such that the cost per unit of water increases with consumption. The 
objective of such a rate structure is to discourage unnecessary water use by reducing both average 
and peak water demand, thus making it an important tool in a broader conservation plan. A properly 
designed inclining block structure will not necessarily increase all customer bills. For those users 
whose usage pattern is reflective of average water use for the associated user class and who do not 
have a large peaking factor, the cost of water should remain the same or decrease (in the absence 
of increased overall revenue requirements). By increasing the charge per unit of water over a certain 
threshold, those users whose average usage pattern is higher than the average for its user class and/
or who help to create the peaking effect will incur higher charges as a signal to indicate the cost of 
expanding the system to account for the users’ level of water use. The objective of an inclining block 
rate design is to generate revenue that reflects the cost of increasing the supply and collect such 
revenue from those that create the need to consider expanding supply. Ideally, this concept would 
result in a reduced monthly bill for users such as “lifeline” users, who require service at a minimal 
level. (AE2S Nexus)

INCLUSIONARY ZONING: A municipal and/or county planning tool to require a private market projects 
to subsidize affordable housing units.

INUNDATION: An overflow of water, flooding.
LEAN STUDY: A study to improve the customer experience for businesses by reducing redundancy, 

duplication of effort and unnecessary delays in processing, approving and expediting applications for 
business licensing, registrations and renewals.

LOW IMPACT DEVELOPMENT: An approach to development that aims to protect water quality and 
watersheds by using or mimicking natural processes to manage stormwater locally. LID techniques 
include preserving or recreating natural landscape features and reducing impervious surfaces. 
Residential LID practices include rain gardens, green roofs, rain barrels, and permeable pavement. 
Also defined in plan, p.90.
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LOW OR MODERATE INCOME HOUSING: Affordable housing (as defined above) which is subsidized by 
a federal, state or municipal government subsidy to assist its construction or affordability, has that 
affordability assured for at least 30 years through a land lease and/or deed restriction, and complies 
with certain other requirements as specified in RIGL 45-53-3(5). All low and moderate income 
housing units are “affordable housing” as herein defined, but only those low and moderate income 
housing units which meet the further requirements of article XXII of this chapter are credited towards 
satisfying the obligations of a development under this chapter to provide for inclusionary units. (NK 
Zoning)

MIXED USE: The inclusion of more than one general type of land use within a single structure or site 
development as they are grouped in the land use table under article III. For the purposes of this 
ordinance, all mixed use projects shall include a residential component that is fully integrated into 
the site or structure in a way that enables residents to easily access non-residential amenities. (NK 
Zoning)

MIXED USE CORRIDOR/MIXED-USE DEVELOPMENT: The development of a tract of land or building or 
structure with two or more different uses such as but not limited to residential, office, retail, public, 
or entertainment, in a compact urban form. - OR - A project which integrates a variety of land uses 
including residential, office, commercial, service, and employment and can result in measurable 
reductions in traffic impacts. (San Juan Capistrano, Calif.) A proposed development that includes 
primary non-residential and primary residential uses on the same development site. (Concord, N.C.) A 
tract of land or building or structure developed for two or more different uses such as, but not limited 
to, residential, office, manufacturing, retail, public, or entertainment. (Schaumburg, Ill.)

MS4 PERMIT: The 2003 MS4 (Municipal Separate Storm Sewer System) General Permit requires MS4s 
to identify all structural BMPs (Best Management Practices), and develop schedules for inspections, 
cleaning and repair of structural BMPs, detention/retention basins, storm sewers and catch basins 
with appropriate scheduling given intensity and type of use in the catchment area. The MS4 must at 
a minimum incorporate all permit requirements and maintenance specifications of the particular BMP. 
Maintenance schedules must address issues related to the performance of BMPs observed during 
their inspection. The operator must make changes to the frequency of maintenance of structural 
BMPs when dry weather surveys of outfalls and inspections of the system and BMPs reveals that the 
maintenance frequency is not adequate. The operator must maintain records on inspections and 
maintenance performed on structural BMPs. (RIDEM)

MULTIMODAL TRANSIT HUB/FACILITIES: (Transport Hub) A place where passengers are exchanged 
between vehicles or between transport modes. Public transport hubs include train stations, rapid 
transit stations, bus stops, tram stop, airports and ferry slips. (Wikipedia); connect many different 
types of transportation; connect transit (regionofwaterloo.ca).

NON-POINT SOURCE POLLUTION: Sources for pollution that are less definable and usually cover broad 
areas of land, such as agricultural land with fertilizers that are carried from the land by runoff, or 
automobiles. (California Planning Roundtable) Generalized discharge of waste which cannot be 
located as to a specific source into a water body. (Concord, N.C.) Any source of water pollution that 
is not a point source. (Temple Terrace, Fla.)

NUTRIENT LOADING STANDARDS: An agreement to measure and regulate the quantity of nutrients 
entering in a given period of time. If added to water, nutrients, mainly nitrogen and phosphorus, can 
act like fertilizer that causes excessive growth of algae. Often, nutrient loading can be caused by lawn 
fertilizers in urban areas. (NOAA)

POCKET PARK: A park located on a small-sized land.
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RECEIVING AREA: A zoning overlay district eligible to receive development rights through a major land 
development project review. (NK Zoning)

RENEWABLE ENERGY: Energy that comes from resources which are naturally replenished on a human 
timescale such as sunlight, wind, rain, tides, waves and geothermal heat. (RI State Energy Plan)

REPETITIVE LOSS PROPERTIES: A Repetitive Loss (RL) property is any insurable building for which 
two or more claims of more than $1,000 were paid by the National Flood Insurance Program (NFIP) 
within any rolling ten-year period, since 1978. A RL property may or may not be currently insured by 
the NFIP.  Currently there are over 122,000 RL properties nationwide. (FEMA)

RESILIENCY: The power or ability to return to the original form (dictionary.com); the capacity for a 
socio-ecological system to: (1) absorb stresses and maintain function in the face of external stresses 
imposed upon it by climate change and (2) adapt, reorganize, and evolve into more desirable 
configurations that improve the sustainability of the system, leaving it better prepared for future 
climate change impacts. (Wikipedia)

SENDING AREA: A zoning overlay district eligible for establishing development rights that may 
eventually be transferred to a receiving area.

SENSE OF PLACE: The constructed and natural landmarks and social and economic surroundings that 
cause someone to identify with a particular place or community. (Wisconsin Department of Natural 
Resources) The characteristics of a location that make it readily recognizable as being unique and 
different from its surroundings and that provides a feeling of belonging to or being identified with 
that particular place. (Scottsdale, Ariz.)

SILVICULTURE: Silviculture is the art and science of controlling the establishment, growth, composition, 
health, and quality of forests and woodlands to meet the diverse needs and values of landowners and 
society such as wildlife habitat, timber, water resources, restoration, and recreation on a sustainable 
basis. This is accomplished by applying different types of silvicultural treatments such as thinning, 
harvesting, planting, pruning, prescribed burning and site preparation. Intermediate treatments 
(thinning) are designed to enhance growth, quality, vigor, and composition of the stand after 
establishment or regeneration and prior to final harvest. Regeneration treatments (harvesting) are 
applied to mature stands in order to establish a new age class of trees. Regeneration methods are 
grouped into four categories: coppice, even-aged, two-aged, and uneven-aged. (USDA)

STORM SURGE: Storm surge occurs when the low atmospheric pressures created by large storms pulls 
up a bubble of water above the height it would usually be expected. When the storm moves over 
the land this bubble is  dragged along with it, forcing water to move from a starting point at sea 
level up into the topography of the surrounding landscape. How much water is forced onto the land 
is a function of the amount of low pressure the storm has created, which is in turn a measure of the 
strength of the storm. How far the water moves inland is an interaction between the amount of water 
being carried by the storm, the type of topography in a given area, and the height of sea level at the 
time. So, the storm surge from a very strong storm that arrives at low tide in an area with very steep 
topography might move less far inland than a weaker storm that arrived at high tide in a place with 
shallow topography. (Statewide Planning)

STREAMLINED PERMITTING: Allowing the process of permitting and licensing to be simple and clear for 
business owners and/or developers by a municipality.

STREET SAFETY PLAN: Strategies to enhance the safety of street users, especially pedestrians, through 
traffic enforcement, speed limits, and street designs. Street designs can include multiple efforts 
including and not limited to, narrow vehicle travel lanes to shorten the distance of a pedestrian 
crossing a street, adding bike lanes and bumpouts.
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SUSTAINABILITY: Conditions under which humans and nature can exist in productive harmony to 
support present and future generations.(USEPA); the quality of not being harmful to the environment 
or depleting natural resources, and thereby supporting long-term ecological balance (dictionary.com)

SUSTAINABLE: Community use of natural resources in a way that does not jeopardize the ability of 
future generations to live and prosper. (California Planning Roundtable) The finite capacity of any 
place to support human activities, given a set of impacts that those activities have on the place. Once 
capacity is reached, the impacts of additional growth or activities harm the integrity of the place and 
impair its ability to function as intended. (New Jersey State Plan)

SUSTAINABLE PATTERNS OF DEVELOPMENT: Development  that maintains or enhances economic 
opportunity and community well-being while protecting and restoring the natural environment upon 
which people and economies depend. Sustainable development meets the needs of the present 
without compromising the ability of future generations to meet their own needs. (State of Minnesota)

TOTAL MAXIMUM DAILY LOAD: A Total Maximum Daily Load is the calculation of the maximum amount 
of a pollutant allowed to enter a waterbody so that the waterbody will meet and continue to meet 
water quality standards for that particular pollutant. A Total Maximum Daily Load determines a 
pollutant reduction target and allocates load reductions necessary to the source(s) of the pollutant. 
(EPA)

TOWN CHARACTER: The image of the area as defined by such factors as its built environment, natural 
features and open space elements, type of housing, architectural style, infrastructure, and the type 
and quality of public facilities and services. (Brunswick, Ohio)

TRANSFER OF DEVELOPMENT RIGHTS: A legal covenant that protects the subject land in perpetuity 
from development beyond any development rights reserved subject to the underlying zone at 
the time the covenant is signed and grants enforcement of the covenant to the county. (Thurston 
County, Wash.) The area within which development rights transferred from a TDR sending area can 
be used. (Thurston County, Wash.) In a TDR program, the designated zones to which development  
rights  may  be transferred  from  property in a sending area. (Ocean City, Md.) An area designated 
by the ordinance as appropriate for development beyond the target density through the transfer of 
development rights. (Concord, N.C.)
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TRANSIT-ORIENTED DEVELOPMENT: Moderate and high-density housing concentrated in mixed-
use developments located along transit routes. The location, design, and mix of uses in a TOD 
emphasize pedestrian-oriented environments and encourage the use of public transportation. 
(Community Green Line Planning Project, “Putting Neighborhoods on the Right Track,” Chicago) 
A mixed-use community within an average 2,000-foot walking distance of a transit stop and core 
commercial area. TODs mix residential, retail, office, and public uses in a walkable environment, 
making it convenient for residents and employees to travel by transit, bicycle, foot, or car. (California 
Planning Roundtable) Moderate- or high-density housing concentrated in mixed-use developments 
that encourage the use of public transportation. (Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources) A 
development of high-density mixed land use that uses a transit facility as a focal point and thereby 
seeks to encourage the use of public transit. (Chicago, Ill.) A form of development that maximizes 
investment in transit infrastructure by concentrating the most intense types of development around 
transit stations and along transit lines; development in such areas is designed to make transit use as 
convenient as possible. (Palo Alto, Calif.) – OR- The area within a one-quarter-mile radius of either  
public streets identified by [maps and ordinances] as having the location, mix of densities, mix of 
uses, and development patterns that can generate sufficient bus ridership to support a frequent and 
consistent level of bus service (as typified by a 10- to 15-minute frequency of service); or (2) existing 
and proposed trolley stops and major bus transfer centers that have been approved for development 
by the transit development board with identified, available funding. (San Diego, Calif.) An area 
near a metro transit station, not located within a central business district, that has been designated 
as a transit station development area by an approved and adopted master plan or sector plan. 
(Montgomery County, Md.) 

URBAN SERVICES BOUNDARY: A general bound of the areas within which public services supporting 
urban development presently exist, or are likely to be provided, through 2025. Within this urban 
services area, most land is served by public water service and many areas have (or will have) public 
sewer service available as well. Public transit service is generally available, with high-density corridors 
providing frequent headways. These fully serviced areas should be regarded as a scarce resource, 
that absent significant constraints, should be developed (or redeveloped) at higher intensities and 
densities so as to optimize the significant public infrastructure investment. (LU2025)
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