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Nantucket National Historic 
Landmark District

§ 1955 Local Landmark District
§ 1966 National Historic Landmark District (NHL)
§ 1975 Expansion of NHL
§ 2011 Update of NHL

• Approximately 28,381 acres over three Islands:
• Nantucket, Muskeget, and Tuckernuck

• Contributing Properties - 5,027
• Non-contributing Properties - 6,686
• Period of Significance: ca.1520 to 1970



Cultural Landscape
U.S. National Park Service

The U.S. National Park Service defines a 
cultural landscape as a geographic area, 
including both cultural and natural 
resources and the wildlife or domestic 
animals therein, associated with a historic 
event, or person, or exhibiting other 
cultural or aesthetic values. 

Tangible and Intangible Heritage

1870s



Nantucket Conservation Foundation

Approximately 50% of the 
Island is protected open 
space owned by 
Nantucket Conservation 
Foundation, Linda Loring 
Nature Foundation, and 
other private organizations 
and public agencies.  



‘We must embrace what is essential to 
Nantucket in order to preserve it’



A SHORT HISTORY 



Pre-Colonial Settlement
[Prior to ca.1659]



Geography and Geology

Source: https://pubs.usgs.gov/of/2016/1119/ofr20161119_figure2.html

• Northern portion of Island 
is a glacial moraine
• Southern portion of Island 

is an outwash plain
• Moderate climate ranging 

between humid 
continental and oceanic



Harvard GSD 



Wampanoag Native Americans 

• Loose confederation of tribes  
• 1,500-2,500 inhabitants on Nantucket
• Dorcas Honorable was last known 

Native American on Nantucket (1855)

When our fire is extinguished, and our wigwams have 
become razed, then the bluefish will return. Then let the 
shad-belly and the long-tail [Quaker], look out for HIS 
dwelling and his landmarks, and that the stranger wrest 
not his inheritance from his as he has wrested ours from us!

¾Attributed to Wampanoag Elder (1764)



Harvard GSD



Wampanoag Mishoon



Settlement Period
[ca.1659-1722]



Thomas Macy Voyage [1659]

! 10 “full shareholder” Proprietors
! Compensated Sir. Fernando Georges, 

the Earl of Sterling, Thomas Mayhew, 
Sr., and sachems of Nantucket 
Wampanoag (“Ancient Proprietors”)



Sherburne Settlement [1659-ca.1720]



Harvard GSD 



Nantucket “Lean-to” / New England Saltbox
Jethro Coffin House [1686]



Nantucket “Lean-To” / New England “Saltbox”



Nantucket “Lean-to” / New England Saltbox
Jethro Coffin House [1686]



Richard Gardner House [ca.1688]



Quaker Period
[ca. 1723-1791]



Quaker Religion 

The Quaker ideals were high 
thinking, plain living, fair 
dealing, honest work, simple 
dress, and sober and humble 
deportment. These [traits] are 
apparent in the [Nantucket] 
Quaker house, which is 
unostentatious yet adequate, 
which substitutes 
craftsmanship for 
ornamentation, basic comforts 
for luxuries, and which is un-
prettied yet appealing.
¾Clay Lancaster, The Architecture of Historic 
Nantucket

“
“



Map of Sherburne Settlement and Fish Lots

Source: Nantucket Historical 
Association, Fish Lots platted 1717



Timber Frame Construction





Typical Quaker Street 



Development of 
Nantucket Town 
[1673-1744]



Quaker 2 Bay Type Street 



Quaker 2 Bay Type Street 



Shore Whaling

Source: https://nha.org/research/nantucket-
history/history-topics/james-loper-and-ichabod-paddock-

contribute-to-nantucket-whaling-industry/



Whaling Era 
[1723-1850]



Distribution of Right Whales based on 
Logbooks [1785-1913]



Nantucket Whaling



Nantucket Sailor 
Sketch [1856]



Nantucket 
Straight Wharf  
[1832]



View of
Nantucket Town 
from Brant Point 
[1835]



From Quaker Houses to Whaling Mansions 



Greek Revival 



Atheneum [1847]
1 India Street 



Hadwen House – Greek Revival Style [1846]
96 Main Street



Jared Coffin House [1845]
Broad Street





The Great Fire [July 13, 1846]



The End of Whaling 
[1849-1850]



Nantucket after Whaling 

Nantucket had not a ship, bark brig, or 
vessel of any kin, suggestive of the vast 
amount of business done in the past. In 
place of the busy click of the caulker’s 
hammer, as it sent its echo from one 
wharf to another, naught could be heard 
but the lick of the wave as it washed, and 
washed again, the ruins of the piers which 
once groaned beneath the weight of 
millions of wealth.
!William C. Macy, The History of Nantucket (1870)

! !



Fair Street Museum and Atheneum 



Fair Street Museum and Atheneum 



Historical Celebrations 



Waterfront + Industry 



Waterfront + Industry 



Fish Houses, Washington Street 





Tourism and Holiday Island
[ca.1850-1930]



Timeline
! 1847 Jared Coffin House converted to 

Ocean House by Steamboat Company

! 1855 “Citizens Meeting” convened

! 1870 Population depleted to some 2,500

! 1881-1917 Nantucket Railroad

! 1882 The Island of Nantucket: What it Was 
and What It Is (visitors guide)

! 1894 Nantucket Historical Association



Ocean House Hotel [1847]
29 Broad Street



Nantucket Hotel at Brant Point [1884]



Sea Cliff Inn designed by Robert H. Slade
[1886; expanded 1892; demolished 1972]



Point Breeze Hotel Expansion [1903-1904]



Nantucket Steamship [ca.1900]



Nantucket Railroad [1881-1917]



Dreamland Theater [1905]



Village of Siasconset (Sconset)
[late 19th and early 20th centuries]



Historic Preservation and Tourism 

The Nantucket Restoration would 
have a large publicity value and 
cause annually an increasing 
pilgrimage to the town which 
would not otherwise occur. They 
would largely be the kind of 
visitors we would like to have stop 
in our boarding houses and hotels, 
buy old houses or build new ones 
in the old style.
¾Everett U. Crosby, Ninety Five Percent Perfect
(1939)

“
“



Inquirer & Mirror Satirical 
Nantucket Nightmare Cartoons [1970s]



Walter Beinecke, Jr. ERA
1958-1997 



Walter Beinecke, Jr. Sherburne Associates and 
Nantucket Historical Trust

1964 Sherburne Associates
• Established “Boat Basin”
• Rehabilitated Jared Coffin House
• Constructed White Elephant
• Created commercial space
• Supported restoration of civic landmarks

1968 “Development: Trading up Nantucket” 
Time Magazine, July 26, 1968



Walter Beinecke, Jr. 
Economic Model for Nantucket



Walter Beinecke, Jr.

Jared Coffin House White Elephant Hotel



Walter Beinecke, Jr. – “No Man is an Island” 

I always say about Nantucket 
that after a day you can throw 
away your watch and after a 
week your calendar. Its 
murderous to get here, but 
once you arrive you never 
want to leave.

¾Walter Beinecke, Jr. 

“ “



A NEW THRESHOLD

Overdevelopment 
Sea Level Rise  

Threats to Ecology 





3 Strategies for Nantucket’s Future 
‘we must embrace what is essential to Nantucket to preserve it’

LANDSCAPE
CHARACTER 

CHANGE 



LANDSCAPE
Native landscape predominates

Buildings in deference to the natural realm



















Piet Oudoff, Surfside  









Piet Oudoff, Landscape Architect



Stimson Studio, Hawk Rise Nantucket 



Stimson Studio, Hawk Rise Nantucket 





CHARACTER

Simple and Modest 
Unpretentious 

Adaptive + Additive 
Responsive to Environment

Quaint + Quirky 



Historic District 









“Moor’s End” Estate of Colonel Stewart













Eleanor Ham Pony Field, Mill Street 







Arthur Cooper Dedication, Garden by the Sea 





Living Small 



Living Small 





Sconset Fish House 



Quidnet + Beach Landscapes 



Trubeck + Wisloki Cottages / Robert Venturi



CHANGE
Timeless yet Evolving 

Tradition of Relocation + Reuse
Climatic Adaptation  

Temporary Occupation 



Relocation of Dreamland 



Relocation and Re-use 



Relocation and Re-use 













Northeastern University 



Northeastern University 



Northeastern University 



Yale Architecture 



Yale Architecture 



Yale Architecture 



Yale Architecture 



‘Before we can retreat, we need to stop advancing’ 





Coastal Resilience Plan 



Madaket Beach – Temporary Occupation  



Madaket Beach – Temporary Occupation  



Effects of Erosion and Storm Damage 



Hermit of Quidnet Madaket Millie 



Temporary Occupancy 



What do you want Nantucket to be?



Nantucket 
a faraway place



Sandals Sound  
A Luxury Resort 


