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through industrialization
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SOUTH PROVIDENCE

Upper South Providence, defined today by 
Providence’s sprawling hospital district, first 
attracted industry in the mid 1800s due to its 
proximity to downtown and the Jewelry District.  
Industrial growth attracted primarily Irish and 
Eastern European Jewish immigrants. 

The area that is now Lower South Providence was 
originally pasture land. The area was ceded to the 
new town of Cranston in 1754 and did not rejoin 
Providence until 1868. 

Lower South Providence had greater access to 
Narragansett Bay and freight lines via the Port of 
Providence. Consequently, metal and jewelry 
factories began to appear by the late 19th C. 

By the 1870s, the majority of housing became 
duplexes rented by working class tenants. By 
1900, the creation of new electrified rail lines gave 
the area fast transportation and ample affordable 
housing, and the Lower South Side thrived. 
Between 1900 and 1950, descendants of the 
previous-generation immigrants moved into 
newer, more affluent areas, with the increased 
prosperity that they had attained.

In 1865 a streetcar ran west along Public Street 
and then south down Ocean Street; it 
transformed Lower South Providence into 
Providence's first streetcar suburb. Over the next 
ten years, the area developed rapidly.

Between 1860 and 1880 the population of 
Providence doubled to nearly 105,000 and the 
Irish immigrants who had lived to the north 
began to populate the southern part Providence . 
Cranston ceded Lower South Providence (along 
with Washington Park) back to Providence in 
1868.

After 1950, the rise of the automobile sent the 
area into a long period of decline. The creation of 
Interstate 95 under the Eisenhower Interstate 
System required demolition of existing buildings 
and severed the region's historical connection to 
the waterfront. Green space was lost as lots and 
yards were converted into driveways and 
garages. Street renovation resulted in the loss of 
tree-lined streetscapes. Residents began to look 
farther out for newer, more prosperous 
neighborhoods.

source: wikipedia.org



During America’s Industrial Revolution, which originated in the factory
towns of Pawtucket and Central Falls, the increasing size of cargo ships
and the bridges that began to interrupt travel up the Providence and
Seekonk Rivers, forced most maritime activity to move further south to
India Point and along Narragansett Bay, paralleling what is today Allen’s
Avenue. Slaves, immigrants and raw materials were shipped in, while
textiles, jewelry, and other manufactured goods were shipped out to
markets across the world.

(providenceworkingwaterfront.org)
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same	view	before	I-195	bridge	was	relocated	south	of	the	hurricane	barrier	–
old	highway	bridge	is	now	replace	by	a	pedestrian	bridge



• The	Port	of	Providence	is	the	site	for	a	proposed	National	Grid	LNG	facility.		The	last	proposed	LNG	facility	was	
rejected	13	years	ago.

• Port	companies	already	include	a	liquid	asphalt	plant	that	emits	compounds	linked	to	child	development	disorders	
and	to	cancer,	and	an	oil	terminal	that	emits	similar	pollutants	and	other	toxins	linked	to	neurological	and	
respiratory	disorders.

• The	city’s	industrial	waterfront	serves	as	a	coal	port,	a	fuel-oil	depot,	and	a	train	depot	for	ethanol.	It’s	also	home	
to	several	chemical-processing	plants,	including	a	Univar	facility	that	manufactures	chemicals	for	hydraulic	
fracturing	(fracking).	In	2013,	the	Environmental	Protection	Agency (EPA)	determined	that	the	Univar	plant	
accounted	for	1,275	of	the	more	than	4,000	pounds	of	chemicals	Port	of	Providence	industries	spewed	into	the	
local	environment	that	year.

• Chemicals	on	site	include:	arsenic;	benzene;	ethylbenzene;	lead;	light	non-aqueous	phase	liquid	(LNAPL);	
naphthalene;	polycyclic	aromatic	hydrocarbons	(PAH);	toulene;	and	total	petroleum	hydrocarbons	(TPH).

PORT OF PROVIDENCE TODAY
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1903 Proposal for a System of “Parks, 
Boulevards and Public Reservations” for 
Metropolitan Providence
Public Park Association (Henry A. Barker)

South Providence

AREA PLANS

Roger Williams Park, 1870



InProv Link
bicycle, open space, aging-friendly (RISD, 2017)

Providence 2020
City/Mayor Cicilline (Sasaki, 2006)

Knowledge District
City/Mayor Taveras (Perkins and Will, 2012)

City Walk
City/Mayor Elorza (2017)

waterfront to be 
developed as high-
end residential 
and mixed-use

Hospital-Brown 
biomedical research 
and biotech; plus, local          
universities’ presence 
downtown
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STUDIO PROCESS





URBAN TRANSECTS and FIELD SURVEY



TEAM AND INDIVIDUAL RESEARCH TODAY

FUTURE



CLIMATE
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DEMOGRAPHICS

2016 census data



67889:;<=3+>?:<@33333333333333333333333333333 67889:;<=3#?A>;B?@

SOCIAL SUPPORT INSTITUTIONS



Cultural	Events	



INCOME AND HOUSING

• Household income for all Providence is $37,366
All Rhode Island is $58,387

• 75% housing stock is multifamily

• 330 vacant, abandoned or seriously deteriorated properties in the South 
Side (South Providence, Elmwood, Washington Park)



EDUCATION



\$(2%,?'/',(*,<1-%$,C18/7,O$1&(B%*6%
A1./,9$%T8%*/,6$(2%.,(*,45GZ

GLH,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,KS,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,Zc,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,Z[,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,SG
\gW!NC,gj,N`XjN,,,,,,,,,,,,,\gW!NC,gj,YCCYW<N,,,,,,,,,,\gW!NC,gj,bY!?Y<ICA,,,,,,,,,,,,,\gW!NC,gj,YddXCN,,,,,,,,,,,\gW!NC,gj,:WdP<Ydi

\$(2%,?'/',(*,W##%$,C18/7,O$1&(B%*6%
A1./,9$%T8%*/,6$(2%.,(*,45GZ

GLZ,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,GGH,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,ZS,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,Sc,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,Gc
\gW!NC,gj,N`XjN,,,,,,,,,,,,,\gW!NC,gj,YCCYW<N,,,,,,,,,,\gW!NC,gj,bY!?Y<ICA,,,,,,,,,,,,,\gW!NC,gj,YddXCN,,,,,,,,,,,\gW!NC,gj,:WdP<Ydi

The police are here when you need 
them, and sometimes there's an 
occasional shooting.

CRIME

I would love to see my community 
grow and get better but, the violence 
has gotten out of hand. And not 
much is being done about it



UPPER SOUTH PROVIDENCE CONCEPT MODELS



PRELIMINARY MASTER PLAN STRATEGIES



CONCEPTUAL DESIGN OF PUBLIC CORE



PROPOSALS



IDENTITY

COMMUNITY

CONNECTIVITY

PRODUCTIVITY

SUSTAINABILITY

• celebrate cultural diversity

• offer physical location and amenities that 
reinforce community identity

• improve economic stability

• offer physical location and amenities that 
promote community building

• create open space networks and activities 
that support connections with 
surrounding waterfront and parks, 
neighborhoods, and downtown

• create healthy living conditions and 
mediate harmful ones, such as noise, air 
and ground pollution from highway and 
industry

• engage currently underutilized open 
space and properties for food production 
and community activities

• create new training and job opportunities

• develop more productive land

• create a closed loop urban system 
between production-waste-reuse
of water, land, food, energy, waste



I would encourage all city planners and developers to
take a long, hard look into the ways in which
ecosystems behave. It is the model for how we should
be handling things like water management, energy
utilization, and the recycling of waste into usable
resources. In an ecosystem, assemblages of plants and
animals are linked together by a common thread: the
sharing of nutrients, the transfer of energy from
sunlight to plants and then to animals, and the
recycling of all the elements needed to ensure the
survival of the next generation of those living within the
boundaries of that geographically defined area.

Dickson Despommier
Emeritus Professor of Public Health, Columbia University



South Providence
VISION



Water/Wastewater
Management	System	

and	Land	Use

SYSTEM-BASED STRATEGIES



Group A
interface with hospital zone 
and downtown

Group B
interface with waterfront and 
downtown



YIYANG WANG
Community Table

Group A Group B

HARRIET CHENGLIN ZHU
Urban Ripple

PEISHAN GUO
Urban Junction

ASHLEY TINGXIN WANG 
Food Web

YUAN BIN WANG 
Urban Stitching

MENG WANG
Urban Fractal

RAMON SOLIS
Plug-In City

MADISON MURRAY
Amplification

XINYE XIE
Entanglement

DONGQI ZHANG
Extension

JIALI LI
Urban Graft

Extension





A

A: Small Scale Community Parks, Gardens, Dog Parks, etc. 

B: Street Trees (Honey Locust / Zelkova) 

B

C

C: Buffer Planting Along Highway 

D D: Re-purposed Greenhouses (old tanks) 

E

E: Re-purposed Community Center 

F

F: New Community Center / Retail / Recreation / Education 

G

G: Wetland Plaza / Stage Space / Seating  

H

H: Artificial Wetland 

I

J

I: Water Walk / Pier Walk  

J: Re-purposed Makers District / Rental Spaces 

K

K: Makers District Plaza / Courtyard 

L

L: New Ferry Terminal 

M

M: Floating Wetlands / Learning Centers 

N

N: Parking Lot 

O

O: Constructed Riparian Buffer Zone 

0’ 100’ 300’ 600’

SCALE: 1”=100’

-Plantings to buffer noise / views 
-Corridor for migrating birds 
-Link to Roger Williams Park / waterfront
-(Environmental)

-Sense of place 
-Neighborhood network 
-Civic Engagement 
-(Social / Environmental / Poss. Economic)

-Rental Spaces / Meeting Rooms 
-Daycare / After school programming for kids  
-Outdoor gardening classes / works
-(Social / Economical / environmental)  

-Community Center / Offices 
-Maker Spaces (Art etc) 
-Retail / Art Gallery’s 
-(Social / economic) 

-Growing Crops for Profit 
-Educational 
-Creating Jobs for Locals 
-(Social / environmental) 

-Walking Path through waterfront site / wetlands 
-Healing loop 
-(Social / environmental) 

-Rental Spaces / Meeting Rooms 
-Botanical Gardens / Grey Water Treatment
- Retail Shops / Recreational Programming
-Observation Decks 
-(Social / Economical / environmental)  

-Outdoor Gathering Space 

-Education Programming / Stewardship Programs 
-Water Filtration 
-(Environmental / social) 

-Large outdoor event space 
-(Social) 

-Ferry Terminal connects to existing routes 
-(Economic) 

-Educational Programming 
-Water Filtration 
-(Environmental) 

-Noise Buffering 
-Blocks Views 
-Provides Habitat for Migrating Birds 
-(Environmental) ED
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PRA
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PUBLIC ST. 

POTTERS AVE. 
















